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The Hare is delivered to all residents
and businesses in Huntingfield free of
charge. It is also available on the villa
websdte (see below). If you live outside
Huntingfield and would like a hard
copy of the Hare then we request a £1
annual donation towards print and
postage.

The Huntingfield Hare is financed
through advertising so please support
our advertisers whenever yazan.

A colour copyof the Hareis available
in the Huntingfield Arms, in the Hub
and at the Church

Contact the Hare:
huntingfieldhare@gmail.com
Find us online:
www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net

Your editorial team is:
Helen Cannon
01986 799103
Liz Forrester
01986 798912
Sue Tyler
01986 798403 The Firs

Finally, the Huntingfield Hare is still or

6 Bridge Street

the lookout for a new editor. If you are |

looking for a new challenge/project
please get in touch.

Hanging toast in the treés
Huntingfield celebrated our very first
villageWassail on the evening of 17
January. Much fun was dgand noise
was made) by a hearty turnout of loc:
folk. Hanging toast in the trees is just
one of the traditions attached to the
ceremony.See pag€d

Our sign all wrapped up?

Thanks go to Ali Bridges who help
in replacing the newly refurbished
village signs. As they had to be
gluedto the posthe made sure
they wereverywell secured.
Grateful hanks alsgoto David
and Sue Gentleman who funded th
NEFdzZNDAAKYSYy(dod
signs back in placeow we all
know where we ark

Strangefolk in the churd?
Some strange people hav
beenseen lurkingaround
the Church fothe past
months

What were they up to?
Hnd out on page?

The Coach House|




Mildred o The Power of a Dream: reviewed

Many of us had
read the book and

Comments and feedback
received by the Groynes:

some of us had met %2 G¢o2 Sydnidnea A |
the author; ' TNRY [26Sai2F
however, it was not y2 ARSI 6KI

until playwright
Ken Burnett
clothed the
characters and
brought them off the page and into St Mary's Churcl |
that Mildred's story came to life. |

come a long way and loved
SOSNE Y2YSyi
G!'d GKS R22NJ
§l \women on leaving praised th
@ performance, the story and
gl (KS aLiSoil ot S
No easy task sincenusually for that period, there NE2F02LaQaé
does not appear to be any existing lettediaries or ¢ X & 2 dzNJ ncISmaBlearieulitch off from the outside
even accounts of William and Mildred's eight years ¢ world and | was immersed in your magnificent play . | wa
travel around Europdt was essential to the truthof G2 G t t &8 F20dzaSR | yR Sy22é
:Ee stoc;y ';]hat Werln 49 GBS NE G 2R
€ audience were enjoyed it as much

able to forget that as we did, and it was
most of the cast well worth all your

were well known to enormous effort. We
us and therefore ' liked yaur nod to

could identify with Shakespeare with
the chaacters they the rude

represented. mechanicals, and the
denouement with

Nothing said or done was overly dramatisad

sensationalist. Regardless of their major or minor
roles, every individual became part of the whota

achievement that only had a ceiling as the other stas a A f RNBRH LU gl a I

the galaxy!
Sheila Freeman

the illuminated ceilingand the choir was terrifi€.

Ge¢KFyla a2 YdzOK F2NJ I ff
22 dzNy S¢
a great peasure to be involved, to see the production mo
from shaky first steps to the final performance."

GpHLLCREST

AMOT

AServicing

ARepairs

ADiagnostics

AAIl makes welcome
ALand Rover specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for
12 months or 12,000 miles

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road

01986 798668

Huntingfield Tel:

We sell fabric

off the roll!

Katharine Ellen
Designs
I th * Loose Covers * Curtains *

* Blinds « Tie Backs * Poles *
Or S * Bed Linen * Cushions «
« Headboards « Fabric Sales «
+ Embroidery Services *
* Remnants « Upholstery »

5

Quality designs of...
bespoke made to measure

soft furnishings

Unit 5
Halesworth Business Centre
Norwich Road
Halesworth
IP19 8QJ
01986 873580

www.cloth-works.co.uk
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Fromthe writer, director and performerKen Burnett

I hope | speak for other Old Gnees when | say that
taking part in any OG production is a combination of
the magnificent and the absurd. We aim very high ai
all of us work exceptionally hard at it, paradoxically
putting in countless hours of effort in return for
miniscule rewards in tens of audience size and, in
alf RNERQa OFasSs F2NJ) 2dza
both performances.
f a0 KLF
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o GaAif RNBR
& the Huntingfield
paintress, was
brought to life
beautifully by Old
Groynes Theatre
Company. The
power of the
dream' wasefore
our eyes, gazing up
to the lovely church
roof. Mildred's drive
and spirit shone
through amid
humour and a
zestful cast. A great
production; | went
K2YS Ayal

about our village coming together in ammamon
SYRSI @2NIT AGQa lFoz2dzi | A
otherwise and achieving more than we expected.
The sense of satisfaction after a performance is
palpable, as is the nigh overwhelming sense of-anti
climax. | have fun writing the play, much less fun
directing and rehearsing for it, then have my faith
NEaid2NBR (GKNRBdAK G§KS LIS
pattern for me, so far.

Of course, | love the people. Together in these plays
for the most part, we have great fun!

Petanque Club News

Hub News

This is my first report
since taking over as
. Captainof the

- Huntingfield Haresl
am happy to report
that my duties so far
have not been too
onerous!

We have thirteen paid up members for the
forthcoming season, although two of those are just il
supportive role We always have room for more
members--no experience is needed. The League
meeting takes place on the 6th February when we w
find out who our opponents are for the forthcoming
season which is due to start in March. Hopefully we
will seesome warmer weather soon so we can get
back on the piste to sharpen up our game ready for
new season to begin!

Julie Collett

Now the festive season is over classes have resume
The Hub with some new additions by one of our
regular users, Coastalikare Learning. Two workshog
are being offered: Rag Rug Making ¢fiMarch and
Make a Teddy Bear on 1Gind 239 March. They are
also currently running a short course (5 weeks) to B
Your Own House Detective on Wednesday afternoo
Details of all theicourses and workshops at the Hub
can be found atvww.coastalleisurelearning.co.uk
call01728 833171The courses and workshops will
only run if they have enough take so please suppor
them ifyou can.

The Hub itself also relies on the support of the local
communities it was built to serve. We are always
looking out for new trustees to join our team. If you
are interested in getting involved in what happens at
your village hall please have aathvith one of us
(details on page 12).

The Hub Trustees



http://www.coastalleisurelearning.co.uk/

Rural Coffee Caravan

Q.\)""\ Coffee Ca,.oy%

Fruit Tree Grafting Workshop

Our combined Thursday  Thyrsday 18 March, 10amc 4pm
club and Rural Coffee

Caravan goes from
strength to strength with

visitors from other villages The Hub. No previous grafting experience is require

Tutor: Paul Read
A oneday hands on workshop, learning and praaoty
how to graft fruit trees at the Millennium Green and

coming to join us for FREE coffee/tea and homemac There are 6 free places for Huntingfield residents.
cake. All are welcome so pass the word on to friend:

and family. The next sessions Wi Thursday
Feburary6" between 10.30am and 12.30pm and at

the same time o™ March.

Do come and joinush G Q&

have a cuppa and a chat!

2 LISy
a raft of helpful information and assistance from the
RCC team. Whatever takes your fangjin in the cra
corner with various materials supplied or the gamers
who play scrabble or dominoes etlternatively, just

Register your interest by phoning 01986 799110,
leaving you name and contact details. Please speak
slowly and clearly. Confirmation details will be sent t
the end of February.

Orchard Visitn April

s Advance notice:a visit to the orchards owned tBaul
Read (just outside of Diss) is being planned for April
Look out for more information in the next Hare.
Huntingfield Millennium Green Trust

by R

Newsfrom our local MP:

As this is my firstolumn since the
General Election, | want to thank the
electors of Suffolk Coastal, who once
again put their faith in me. The voters
gave my party a majority to get Brexit
done and now that we have left the EL
it means we can focus on other
important isss, like the NHS, schools
creating safer streets and building a
better Britain for everyone, regardless
of how they voted.

Talking of the NHS, following their late:
inspection, the Care Quality Commissi
has declared that the Norfolk and
Suffolk NHS Tsat, which looks after
mental health in our area, remains in
ALISOAlE YSIadaNBad
some that some progress is being mac
especially in relation to safety and
culture, there is clearly still a lot to do t
O2YLX SGS GKS & daNy
comforted that the inspectors reported

2y I WAKATGO Ay I L
f SFRSNEKALI FyR (K
0SSy fFARQ (2 RSH

staff that inspectors spoke to felt more
listened to and believed the trust is
moving forwards. Despitine
improvements, it is right that the Trust
remains in special measures as that w
ensure the ongoing scrutiny from the
CQC for the benefit of patients.

TBrese Coffey

As a result of complaints from constituents about changes British Gas has |
asto how people topup their prepayment metres, | organised a letter to theil
Chief Executive, signed by 94 Conservative MPs, asking him to reconsider
switch from PayPoint to PayZone and the subsequent reduction in the num
of places where people can go to top up th@epayment metres over the
counter has caused huge inconvenience. | appreciate that British Gas neec
work as efficiently as possible but this must not come at the cost of custom:
from the most vulnerable sections of our community.

I met Greater Angt and Network Rail after the poor unreliable service
experienced in the last two months. The first difficulty was prompted by safi
concerns by Network Rail after a serious incident on another branch line wi
led to significant speed restrictions fondile. The more concerning issue is
regarding the new bimodal (diesel/electric) trains and its safety software wt
is having glitches, triggering trains to shut down when there is no fault but v
direct consequences. | will keep on this as | know tigvuptive delays and
cancellations have been.

MORPHS PLASTERING
CONTRACTORS LTD

WE COVER ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
PLASTERING. CALL TODAY TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE!

Phone: 07770583857

E-Mail: info@morphsplastering.co.uk

www.morphsplastering.co.uk




Notes from the sheep pen.. .. and from Pat!

Baa to you all! Moo to you!
| think old Like Ewe, we too are very pregnant but our babies &
floppy hat must only due from mieMarch. Many of us had to be
quite like returned to the home farm due to the exceptionally
playing with his wet winter but we are ver much looking forward to
iPad on cold returning before our calves start to pop out. If you
. windy days. happen to travel towards Southwold off the A12 sorr

Surely it would  of us can be seen with our calvesll born at
be easier to sit Heveningham in the autumn.

in a comfortable
chairand read the paper? You humans are strange!

Our feed is silage which was made in Junseto the
village and fodder beet which comes from the next
What a lovely winter we are enjoying: okay, a bit we parish. So much for all this nonsense we hear about
but, hey ho, the grass continues to grow. Lucy our emissions creating global warming, whatever ne
mentioned the other day she had seen someone
cutting their lawn. Crikey, we do that all the time
without the use of petrol so we must be better for
the environment.

A quietish time for us as we are heavy in lamb with
only a few short weeks to go. We have been
vaccinated for foot rot, clostridial diseases and copp
deficiencyq and may be due a short back and sde
around the business end if time allows. We have do
our usual job of tidying up the arable crops, e.g. ;
parsley, mustard and winter cover crops, both becat [
the harvesters left a mess due to soil conditions at th SN ) 2 Gzig i
time and to help with soil conditioninfgr the spring  LUcy has completed the pregnancy scanning of the
planting. The Dorset flock (the ones with their lambs SPring calving herd and our boyfrienbave certainly

by the road) are growing pretty well, especially as th done the business! Heifers less than 1% empty and
FNB 3ISGdAy3 SEGNI & F2 RR cows3%. The notso good news is that there are 14

) _ o sets of twins so that will keep the team on their toes.
Us older girls will be back close to Huntingfield by th

end of February inpeparation for lambing stet@ Enough from me for the moment.
hopefor a kind end to winter. Pat, as in Cow!

Pike’s Paws
» Home Boarding for Dogs

* Safe family environment

* 3 Acre organic small—holding

DQE

* From holiday stays to day care

* , . .
Plke S PaWS . Fully insured and Licensed
.. .. Oak Tree Cottage, Cratfield Road
@ Huntingficld, Suffolk, IP19 0QB

O ak Tree Cott age Pikespaws@yahoo.co.uk
01 986 7983 1 O ;:::nesl;;ok, PikesPaws




Budding Ideas

CSoNXz- NB A& &dzOK | Fdzyy
relatively mild winter so far and we've been teased
with the early emergence of snowdrops, crocus and
daffodils- tantalising hints of spring. However, despit
the mild temperatures, we have weathered some
pretty awful storms so far and February can often be
the coldest month of all. It was only two years ago tc
the month | recall driving through snow drifts

en route to Halesworth.

2S5 Ol yQi NBf e
being consistent in any way,
shape or form saegardless of
what has been thrown at us in
previous years, you really need
to make the most of your last
chance to finish winter work
and push ahead with anything
you can do. Just make sure you've got your thermal:
and your wellies on and carry on gardegi

KEEP
CALM

AND

CARRY ON

GARDENING

February is the last month to tidy before spring grow
really starts including pruning back evergreen and le
flowering shrubs such as cornus and buddleja and
cutting down deciduous grasses before the new
ANRgOK adl NIa G2 |-dsHeSihal.
bones of the garden: plan out what you can do to
improve the layout and structure of your plot.

LiQa faz2 GKS GAYS (2
October/November: climbers, ramblers and shrub
roses will all benefit from reduction amémoval of
dead or poorquality stems Tidy up the framework
and aim for a 'wineglass' shape for shrub roses to
create plants which will produce as many flowers as
possible with an attractive shape. Tie in the long

LJ

whippy growth of clinbers horizontally to help build a [§

framework and produce more flowering shoots.

The garden can look really bare at this time of year i §

there will undoubtedly be some gaps. There is nothil
wrong with a quick fix so think about filling spaces w
potted bulbs from nurseries; miniature narcissi such
'Tetea-( S [Gir8 Q
reticulata, scillas anc
crocus will all add a
wonderful splash of
colour whatever the
weather and come
back year on year.
Snowdrops look
great but planting

the bulbs is notoriously unt@ble so make sure that
you plant them 'in the green’, i.e. after flowering has
finished and there are only clumps of foliage
remaining.

LiQa d22 SINIe& G2 oS
outdoors but a great time to prepare bedsover
them with polythene, cloches or old carpet which will
help warm the ground and allow it to dry out a litde
particularly useful after the wet weather we have hac

LJt

Keep off the lawn if you can BUT, if the weather is
mild, you may well find the grass is growing again. Ii
the ground is firm and the grass fairly dry go ahead i
give it a cut, but make sure that the blades on the
mower are set to their highest position to just take of
the grass tips this way the lawn will be resilient to
frost and poor growing condition#f. you can, leave it
until the weather is warmer and the grass really is
starting to grow as this is less likely to stress the law

Of course, if we are knee deep in snow, we are all o
the hook as far as gardening is concerned in which «
| would strongly recommend settling down in your
favourite armchair with a glass of something, drool
over all the latest plant catalogues and dre of
sunnier spring days.

Lori KingsleyAdams

Budding Idea

Feature plants for February/March
ol P Chimonanthus praecox

) ‘Wintersweet'(left).

Spectacular flowers before

foliage, but will take several

§ years to flowewith scented

and unusual flowers.

Daphneodora
(right): fabulous
evergreen /semi
evergreen, likes
sun/semi shade,
and perfect next to
an entrance agQ
seriously scented.

Mahonia japonica once again, beautiful early
scented, evergreen shrub but a big beast to prune
asit@very spikey.




The first Huntingfield Wassall

Our first
Huntingfield
Wassail was
held on Old
Twelfth Night,
Friday 17th
January. It was
a great
pleasure to
see so many
of our neighbours and children at the Huntingfield
Arms on a mercifully dry but chilly winter night.

Wassailing is an ancient English custom, traditionall
carried out on the OIld Twelfth Night thus pdating
the Calendar Act of 1750 at least and probably by a
considerably longer time. It has been suggested tha
origins were in Saxon times, but no orgally knows.
¢tKS ¢2NR WglaalAatQ Aa 7
YSFEYyAy3a WoS KSIHfOoKeQo ¢
wassailing; the house to house variety involves
villagers demanding beer and tit bits from their riche
neighbours, but ours was whaas sometimes been
called an apple wassail. In this case wassailers belie
that a good apple crop could be got by noisily scarin
the bad spirits from the trees and making offerings ¢
white toast to nourish the apples. In all cases a was:
bowl filled with spiced ale or cider is passed around.

Proceedings

started at the

Arms with an

address by the

King of the Wassail

(seltappointed,

not very

democraticc must

be some mistake?

Ed before a

procession to the

Millennium Green

was formed. Once

there a fre was lit

in the beacon and

mulled cider and

ale were shared. Whilst the cider was thought quite
nice the warm ale was not exactly a etr(disgusting
more like it. EiThe King agreed additional R&D was
required before attempting to make this again.

The assembled throng loudly recited a rhyme to the
trees and then joined in with a lusty rendition of the

Gloucestershire Wassail soripllowing this a great
clamour arose from the crowd to frighten the bad
spirits away from the apple trees and firewsrkere
set off to make sure. Finallshe ladies and children
were invited to place white toast amongst the
branches of the tree. Being quite chilly by that time v
all headed back to the Arms to warm up with a nice
bowl of soup.

Thanks to all our
neighbours, parents
and children for
making the effort to
come out and help to
make this fun. We do
hope everybody
enjoyed themselves; it
NEBIffte g¢g2dzZ RyQi
been the same without
the enthusiastic
support. Wassail!

KI @S

Our best wishes to evgbody for a prosperous 2020
from the Millemium Green Trustees.
Jim Wardale













