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The Hare is delivered to all residents 
and businesses in Huntingfield free of 
charge. It is also available on the village 
website (see below). If you live outside 
Huntingfield and would like a hard-
copy of the Hare then we request a £10 
annual donation towards print and 
postage. 

The Huntingfield Hare is financed 
through advertising - so please support 
our advertisers whenever you can. 

A colour copy of the Hare is available 
in the Huntingfield Arms, in the Hub 
and at the Church.  

Contact the Hare: 
huntingfieldhare@gmail.com 
Find us online: 
www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net 

Your editorial team is: 
Helen Cannon 
01986 799103  6 Bridge Street  
Liz Forrester 
01986 798912 The Coach House 
Sue Tyler 
01986 798403 The Firs 
Finally, the Huntingfield Hare is still on 
the lookout for a new editor. If you are 
looking for a new challenge/project 
please get in touch.  

Odd goings on in the villageé 
Hanging toast in the trees? 
Huntingfield celebrated our very first 
village Wassail on the evening of 17 
January. Much fun was had (and noise 
was made) by a hearty turnout of local 
folk. Hanging toast in the trees is just 
one of the traditions attached to the 
ceremony. See page 7 

 

Our sign all wrapped up? 
Thanks go to Ali Bridges who helped 
in replacing the newly refurbished 
village signs. As they had to be 
glued to the post he made sure 
they were very well secured.  
Grateful thanks also go to David 
and Sue Gentleman who funded the 
ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
signs back in place: now we all 
know where we are! 

 

Strange folk in the church? 
Some strange people have 
been seen lurking around 
the Church for the past 
months.  
What were they up to? 
Find out on page 2 

 

 

And finally, a lovely photo of the sheep on a frosty morning, submitted by Lucy, our local shepherd 
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Mildred ð The Power of a Dream: reviewed  
Many of us had 
read the book and 
some of us had met 
the author; 
however, it was not 
until playwright 
Ken Burnett 
clothed the 
characters and 
brought them off the page and into St Mary's Church 
that Mildred's story came to life. 

No easy task since, unusually for that period, there 
does not appear to be any existing letters, diaries or 
even accounts of William and Mildred's eight years of 
travel around Europe. It was essential to the truth of 

the story that we in 
the audience were 
able to forget that 
most of the cast 
were well known to 
us and therefore 
could identify with 
the characters they 
represented. 

Nothing said or done was overly dramatised or 
sensationalist. Regardless of their major or minor 
roles, every individual became part of the whole. An 
achievement that only had a ceiling as the other star in 
the galaxy! 
Sheila Freeman 

Comments and feedback 
received by the Groynes: 
ά¢ǿƻ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛc women 
ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǿŜǎǘƻŦǘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ 
ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ 
come a long way and loved 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 

ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
women on leaving praised the 
performance, the story and 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ Ψǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻƻŦǘƻǇǎΩΦέ 

 άΧȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀnce made me switch off from the outside 
world and I was immersed in your magnificent play . I was 
ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 

ά9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
enjoyed it as much 
as we did, and it was 
well worth all your 
enormous effort. We 
liked your nod to 
Shakespeare with 
the rude 
mechanicals, and the 
denouement with 

the illuminated ceiling - and the choir was terrific.έ 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳϥǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
aƛƭŘǊŜŘΗ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΤ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
a great pleasure to be involved, to see the production move 
from shaky first steps to the final performance." 

 
 

 

ÅMOT

ÅServicing

ÅRepairs

ÅDiagnostics

ÅAll makes welcome

ÅLand Rover specialists

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road

Huntingfield     Tel:  01986 798668

All mechanical work guaranteed for

12 months or 12,000 miles
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άaƛƭŘǊŜŘ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ 
the Huntingfield 
paintress, was 
brought to life 
beautifully by Old 
Groynes Theatre 
Company. 'The 
power of the 
dream' was before 
our eyes, gazing up 
to the lovely church 
roof. Mildred's drive 
and spirit shone 
through amid 
humour and a 
zestful cast. A great 
production; I went 
ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΗέ 

From the writer, director and performer, Ken Burnett 
I hope I speak for other Old Groynes when I say that 
taking part in any OG production is a combination of 
the magnificent and the absurd. We aim very high and 
all of us work exceptionally hard at it, paradoxically 
putting in countless hours of effort in return for 
miniscule rewards in terms of audience size and, in 
aƛƭŘǊŜŘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŦƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
both performances. 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ Řƻ 
ƛǘΚ hǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ  

about our village coming together in a common 
ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
otherwise and achieving more than we expected.  
The sense of satisfaction after a performance is 
palpable, as is the nigh overwhelming sense of anti-
climax. I have fun writing the play, much less fun 
directing and rehearsing for it, then have my faith 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
pattern for me, so far. 

Of course, I love the people. Together in these plays, 
for the most part, we have great fun! 

Petanque Club News Hub News 

This is my first report 
since taking over as 
Captain of the 
Huntingfield Hares. I 
am happy to report 
that my duties so far 
have not been too 
onerous!  

We have thirteen paid up members for the 
forthcoming season, although two of those are just in a 
supportive role. We always have room for more 
members --no experience is needed. The League 
meeting takes place on the 6th February when we will 
find out who our opponents are for the forthcoming 
season which is due to start in March. Hopefully we 
will see some warmer weather soon so we can get 
back on the piste to sharpen up our game ready for the 
new season to begin! 

Julie Collett 

Now the festive season is over classes have resumed at 
The Hub with some new additions by one of our 
regular users, Coastal Leisure Learning. Two workshops 
are being offered: Rag Rug Making on 2nd March and 
Make a Teddy Bear on 16th and 23rd March. They are 
also currently running a short course (5 weeks) to Be 
Your Own House Detective on Wednesday afternoons. 
Details of all their courses and workshops at the Hub 
can be found at www.coastalleisurelearning.co.uk or 
call 01728 833171. The courses and workshops will 
only run if they have enough take-up so please support 
them if you can.  

The Hub itself also relies on the support of the local 
communities it was built to serve. We are always 
looking out for new trustees to join our team. If you 
are interested in getting involved in what happens at 
your village hall please have a chat with one of us 
(details on page 12). 

The Hub Trustees 

http://www.coastalleisurelearning.co.uk/
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Rural Coffee Caravan Fruit Tree Grafting Workshop 

Our combined Thursday 
club and Rural Coffee 
Caravan goes from 
strength to strength with 
visitors from other villages 

coming to join us for FREE coffee/tea and homemade 
cake. All are welcome so pass the word on to friends 
and family. The next sessions will be Thursday 
Feburary 6th between 10.30am and 12.30pm and at 
the same time on 5th March.  

Do come and join us - ƛǘΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
a raft of helpful information and assistance from the 
RCC team. Whatever takes your fancy - join in the craft 
corner with various materials supplied or the gamers ς
who play scrabble or dominoes etc. Alternatively, just 
have a cuppa and a chat! 

Thursday 12th March, 10am ς 4pm 
Tutor: Paul Read 
A one-day hands on workshop, learning and practising 
how to graft fruit trees at the Millennium Green and 
The Hub. No previous grafting experience is required. 
There are 6 free places for Huntingfield residents. 

Register your interest by phoning 01986 799110, 
leaving you name and contact details. Please speak 
slowly and clearly. Confirmation details will be sent by 
the end of February. 

Orchard Visit in April  
Advance notice: a visit to the orchards owned by Paul 
Read (just outside of Diss) is being planned for April. 
Look out for more information in the next Hare. 
Huntingfield Millennium Green Trust 

News from our local MP: Thérèse Coffey 
As this is my first column since the 
General Election, I want to thank the 
electors of Suffolk Coastal, who once 
again put their faith in me. The voters 
gave my party a majority to get Brexit 
done and now that we have left the EU, 
it means we can focus on other 
important issues, like the NHS, schools, 
creating safer streets and building a 
better Britain for everyone, regardless 
of how they voted. 

Talking of the NHS, following their latest 
inspection, the Care Quality Commission 
has declared that the Norfolk and 
Suffolk NHS Trust, which looks after 
mental health in our area, remains in 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
some that some progress is being made 
especially in relation to safety and 
culture, there is clearly still a lot to do to 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ LΩƳ 
comforted that the inspectors reported 
ƻƴ ŀ ΨǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ 
ōŜŜƴ ƭŀƛŘΩ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ aƻǎǘ 
staff that inspectors spoke to felt more 
listened to and believed the trust is 
moving forwards. Despite the 
improvements, it is right that the Trust 
remains in special measures as that will 
ensure the ongoing scrutiny from the 
CQC for the benefit of patients. 

As a result of complaints from constituents about changes British Gas has made 
as to how people top-up their pre-payment metres, I organised a letter to their 
Chief Executive, signed by 94 Conservative MPs, asking him to reconsider. Their 
switch from PayPoint to PayZone and the subsequent reduction in the number 
of places where people can go to top up their prepayment metres over the 
counter has caused huge inconvenience. I appreciate that British Gas needs to 
work as efficiently as possible but this must not come at the cost of customers 
from the most vulnerable sections of our community. 

I met Greater Anglia and Network Rail after the poor unreliable service 
experienced in the last two months. The first difficulty was prompted by safety 
concerns by Network Rail after a serious incident on another branch line which 
led to significant speed restrictions for a while. The more concerning issue is 
regarding the new bimodal (diesel/electric) trains and its safety software which 
is having glitches, triggering trains to shut down when there is no fault but with 
direct consequences. I will keep on this as I know how disruptive delays and 
cancellations have been. 
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Notes from the sheep pen..  .. and from Pat! 

Baa to you all! 
I think old 
floppy hat must 
quite like 
playing with his 
iPad on cold 
windy days. 
Surely it would 
be easier to sit 
in a comfortable 

chair and read the paper? You humans are strange! 

What a lovely winter we are enjoying: okay, a bit wet 
but, hey ho, the grass continues to grow. Lucy 
mentioned the other day she had seen someone 
cutting their lawn. Crikey, we do that all the time 
without the use of petrol so we must be better for  
the environment. 

A quietish time for us as we are heavy in lamb with 
only a few short weeks to go. We have been 
vaccinated for foot rot, clostridial diseases and copper 
deficiency ς and may be due a short back and sides 
around the business end if time allows. We have done 
our usual job of tidying up the arable crops, e.g. 
parsley, mustard and winter cover crops, both because 
the harvesters left a mess due to soil conditions at the 
time and to help with soil conditioning for the spring 
planting. The Dorset flock (the ones with their lambs 
by the road) are growing pretty well, especially as they 
ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŀ άŦƻŘŘŜǊ ōŜŜǘέ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ 

Us older girls will be back close to Huntingfield by the 
end of February in preparation for lambing so letΩs 
hope for a kind end to winter. 

Moo to you! 
Like Ewe, we too are very pregnant but our babies are 
only due from mid-March. Many of us had to be 
returned to the home farm due to the exceptionally 
wet winter but we are very much looking forward to 
returning before our calves start to pop out. If you 
happen to travel towards Southwold off the A12 some 
of us can be seen with our calves - all born at 
Heveningham in the autumn. 

Our feed is silage which was made in June close to the 
village and fodder beet which comes from the next 
parish. So much for all this nonsense we hear about 
our emissions creating global warming, whatever next! 

Lucy has completed the pregnancy scanning of the 
spring calving herd and our boyfriends have certainly 
done the business! Heifers less than 1% empty and 
cows 3%. The not so good news is that there are 14 
sets of twins so that will keep the team on their toes. 

Enough from me for the moment. 
Pat, as in Cow! 

 



6 

 

Budding Ideas 
 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƻƭŘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
relatively mild winter so far and we've been teased 
with the early emergence of snowdrops, crocus and 
daffodils - tantalising hints of spring. However, despite 
the mild temperatures, we have weathered some 
pretty awful storms so far and February can often be 
the coldest month of all. It was only two years ago to 
the month I recall driving through snow drifts  
en route to Halesworth.  

²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
being consistent in any way, 
shape or form so, regardless of 
what has been thrown at us in 
previous years, you really need 
to make the most of your last 
chance to finish winter work 
and push ahead with anything 
you can do. Just make sure you've got your thermals 
and your wellies on and carry on gardening! 

February is the last month to tidy before spring growth 
really starts including pruning back evergreen and late 
flowering shrubs such as cornus and buddleja and 
cutting down deciduous grasses before the new 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜ-assess the 
bones of the garden: plan out what you can do to 
improve the layout and structure of your plot. 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊǳƴŜ ǊƻǎŜǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ 
October/November: climbers, ramblers and shrub 
roses will all benefit from reduction and removal of 
dead or poor-quality stems. Tidy up the framework 
and aim for a 'wineglass' shape for shrub roses to 
create plants which will produce as many flowers as 
possible with an attractive shape. Tie in the long 
whippy growth of climbers horizontally to help build a 
framework and produce more flowering shoots. 

The garden can look really bare at this time of year and 
there will undoubtedly be some gaps. There is nothing 
wrong with a quick fix so think about filling spaces with 
potted bulbs from nurseries; miniature narcissi such as 

'Tete-a-ǘŜǘŜΩ, iris 
reticulata, scillas and 
crocus will all add a 
wonderful splash of 
colour whatever the 
weather and come 
back year on year. 
Snowdrops look 
great but planting  

the bulbs is notoriously unreliable so make sure that 
you plant them 'in the green', i.e. after flowering has 
finished and there are only clumps of foliage 
remaining. 

LǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƻǿƛƴƎ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 
outdoors but a great time to prepare beds - cover 
them with polythene, cloches or old carpet which will 
help warm the ground and allow it to dry out a little - 
particularly useful after the wet weather we have had.  

Keep off the lawn if you can BUT, if the weather is 
mild, you may well find the grass is growing again. If 
the ground is firm and the grass fairly dry go ahead and 
give it a cut, but make sure that the blades on the 
mower are set to their highest position to just take off 
the grass tips - this way the lawn will be resilient to 
frost and poor growing conditions. If you can, leave it 
until the weather is warmer and the grass really is 
starting to grow as this is less likely to stress the lawn. 

Of course, if we are knee deep in snow, we are all off 
the hook as far as gardening is concerned in which case 
I would strongly recommend settling down in your 
favourite armchair with a glass of something, drool 
over all the latest plant catalogues and dream of 
sunnier spring days. 
Lori Kingsley-Adams 
Budding Idea 

Feature plants for February/March 
Chimonanthus praecox - 
'Wintersweet' (left). 
Spectacular flowers before 
foliage, but will take several 
years to flower with scented 
and unusual flowers. 

 

Daphne odora 
(right): fabulous 
evergreen /semi 
evergreen, likes 
sun/semi shade, 
and perfect next to 
an entrance as itΩs 
seriously scented. 

Mahonia japonica - once again, beautiful early 
scented, evergreen shrub but a big beast to prune  
as itΩs very spikey. 
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The first Huntingfield Wassail  
Our first 
Huntingfield 
Wassail was 
held on Old 
Twelfth Night, 
Friday 17th 
January. It was 
a great 
pleasure to 
see so many 

of our neighbours and children at the Huntingfield 
Arms on a mercifully dry but chilly winter night. 

Wassailing is an ancient English custom, traditionally 
carried out on the Old Twelfth Night thus pre-dating 
the Calendar Act of 1750 at least and probably by a 
considerably longer time. It has been suggested that its 
origins were in Saxon times, but no one really knows. 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǿŀǎǎŀƛƭΩ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ψǿŀǎ ƘŀŜƭΩ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨōŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
wassailing; the house to house variety involves 
villagers demanding beer and tit bits from their richer 
neighbours, but ours was what has sometimes been 
called an apple wassail. In this case wassailers believed 
that a good apple crop could be got by noisily scaring 
the bad spirits from the trees and making offerings of 
white toast to nourish the apples. In all cases a wassail 
bowl filled with spiced ale or cider is passed around. 

Proceedings 
started at the 
Arms with an 
address by the 
King of the Wassail 
(self-appointed, 
not very 
democratic ς must 
be some mistake? 
Ed) before a 
procession to the 
Millennium Green 
was formed. Once 
there a fire was lit 
in the beacon and 
mulled cider and 
ale were shared. Whilst the cider was thought quite 
nice the warm ale was not exactly a hit (err disgusting 
more like it. Ed) The King agreed additional R&D was 
required before attempting to make this again. 

The assembled throng loudly recited a rhyme to the 
trees and then joined in with a lusty rendition of the  

Gloucestershire Wassail song. Following this a great 
clamour arose from the crowd to frighten the bad 
spirits away from the apple trees and fireworks were 
set off to make sure. Finally, the ladies and children 
were invited to place white toast amongst the 
branches of the tree. Being quite chilly by that time we 
all headed back to the Arms to warm up with a nice 
bowl of soup.   

Thanks to all our 
neighbours, parents 
and children for 
making the effort to 
come out and help to 
make this fun. We do 
hope everybody 
enjoyed themselves; it 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
been the same without 
the enthusiastic 
support. Wassail! 

Our best wishes to everybody for a prosperous 2020 
from the Millennium Green Trustees. 
Jim Wardale 

 








