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The Hare is delivered to all residents 
and businesses in Huntingfield free of 
charge. It is also available on the village 
website (see below). If you live outside 
Huntingfield and would like a hard-
copy of the Hare then we request a £10 
annual donation towards printing and 
postage. A colour copy of the Hare is 
available in the Huntingfield Arms, in 
the Hub and at the Church.  
The Huntingfield Hare is financed 
through advertising - so please support 
our advertisers whenever you can. 

Contact the Hare: 
huntingfieldhare@gmail.com 
Find us online: 
www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net 

Your editorial team is: 
Helen Cannon 
01986 799103  6 Bridge Street  
Liz Forrester 
01986 798912 The Coach House 
Sue Tyler 
01986 798403 The Firs 

The Hare is always looking for ideas 
and articles. Whether this be 
something relevant to the village or 
locality, or just something in which you 
have an interest and would like to 
share with others, then please contact 
us. We would welcome your input. 

The villages come to life..  
Welcome to this Special Edition of 
the Huntingfield Hare which is also 
being distributed to residents of 
Heveningham and Ubbeston 
courtesy of The Hub, which is 
looking forward to re-opening its 
doors over the coming months. 
Depending on your residence you 
will find flyers/forms inside. 
Details of your Annual Parish 
Meetings are listed on page 8. 

At the time of publication 
the country is slowly and 
carefully emerging from 
lockdown. It feels as though 
the world is starting to wake 
up as we tentatively surface 
along with the spring 
flowers and blossom. The 
Hare team is pleased to be 
able to see the return of the 
What’s On column on the 
back page and to a full size 
issue. News has been thin on 
the ground for a while, 
especially the good sort! 

The Hub 

The Hub Trustees have 
expanded(!) during the year of 
closure and with new blood on 
board they are itching to see the 
hall re-opened, back in regular 
use and to introduce themselves.  
Details of their plans and an 
appeal for your input and ideas 
for events are on page 3.  
Plans are already underway for 
events at the church listed on 
page 5. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FORTHCOMING EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE  
IF GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ARE ALTERED 

The initial opening of the Hub included an inflatable 
elephant! 
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100 Club results Library services 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who subscribes to 
the 100 Club to raise funds for the Huntingfield 
Millennium Green CIO. As you’ll have noticed, in 
the past year we have been unable to put on any 
fundraising events so this means that every 
penny of your £12 per number will work 
especially hard on the upkeep and maintenance 
of the Millennium Green and Wildlife Orchard. 

January 
1st Brian Lucas  £30 
2nd Nic & Jane Pike £15 
3rd Dounie Stanley-Clarke £5 

February 
1st  Chris Biggins £30  
2nd Allan Barnes £15 
3rd Edward Watson £5 

Sue Brewer 

Open Arms! 

The Huntingfield Arms will be open for business 
from Tuesday 
13th April!  
The outside area 
will be open to 
welcome 
everyone back 
although, as we 

will all be at the mercy of the weather, they will 
not be taking bookings.  

In addition to the 
usual fare from 
April 17th until the 
end of May they 
will be offering a 
range of breakfast 
options on Saturday 
and Sunday 
mornings including 
a full English, salmon, poached eggs, hollandaise, 
kedgeree or a sausage butty!  

May 1st is Early 
Evening Paella – from 
5pm either outdoor 

dining or takeaway.  

If you would like more information call 798320 
or email steven.back@me.com and ask to be 
added to their weekly mailing. 

Good news for all avid 
library users who 
have missed “hands 
on” reading material. 
Browsing will be 
available at all Suffolk 
libraries from the 

week beginning 12th April. For those who enjoy a monthly 
catch-up with our lively mobile librarian, Peter, this will also 
resume from the same date! 

If the easing goes to plan the mobile service will visit our 
villages on  
Tuesday 20th April and Tuesday 18th May  
at the following locations and times: 
Heveningham, Forge House 10.30-10.50 
Huntingfield, The Hub  15.10-15.30 

If you don’t have a library card you can join online via this 
link  
https://suffolk.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN 

or come along to the mobile library and speak to the 
librarian on board  

Advertising in the Hare 

The Huntingfield Hare is financed by our 
advertisers and subscribers (those who 
do not live in the village pay a small 
amount to receive a paper copy). We 
have found that some small businesses 
are struggling at the moment and unable 

to support us via advertising going forward: many thanks to 
all those who have given us their support over the years.  

If you run a business, or know someone who does and would 
like to place an advert please contact the Hare team. An 
advert for the year costs as little as £35 so it’s very good 
value and helps to keep our village magazine going! 

 

mailto:steven.back@me.com
https://suffolk.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN
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HUB Re-opening – Looking Forward 

Welcome 

It’s been a tough year 
for all sorts of 
reasons, but now 
that there’s a good 
chance the country is 
getting the virus 
under control the 

Hub committee thought a re-opening event should be 
planned for our three lovely villages. We thought 
calling it a celebration may be inappropriate, thinking 
of those who have lost loved ones to this terrible 
disease, or indeed those still in its grip.  

However, it is an 
opportunity to 
socialise again, to 
lighten the mood a 
bit, to start living 
with the “new 
normal”. We want 
this event to 

attract as many from our community as possible, and 
to let our hair down a bit (plenty of that with the 
hairdressers shut!) So, we invite you to make 
suggestions for events throughout the coming year, 
and to (please!) volunteer to help/organise. 

Dates 

Current government guidance 
suggests that the Hub may be 
able to open for regular events 
as soon as May 17th. We are 
looking to host our main re-
opening event in late June if all 
restrictions have been lifted by then. We will keep this 
under review and try to firm up as things progress. 

Suggested re-opening event 

Games day has proved 
popular in the past 

We think a Games Social day might be a good thing to 
do, possibly Sunday 27th June. This would start at 
lunchtime and folks could bring their own picnic; we 
could have a BBQ to follow, possibly organised by the 
Huntingfield Arms. We would like to invite local 
musicians, artists and entertainers to volunteer to 
support the event; a PA would be provided. The Hub 
can be opened to supply tea and coffee if required.  

A photographic competition could run over the 
weekend of photos taken during the period of social 
restrictions; we could have a special section with face 
masks as a theme. The winning pictures could then 
feature in a calendar to be produced later in the year, 
or the following year depending upon when the event 
is held. 

There will be a Thanksgiving service in Church on the 
Sunday. Please suggest more or alternative ideas. We 
want this to be appealing to as many as possible 
including all our villages and groups. We look forward 
to hearing from you!  

Contact details are on the back page.  

Pardon the weeds..   

The Hare was recently 
contacted about a new 
environmental initiative by 
East Suffolk Council and 
Norse to create more 
wildlife conservation areas 
across the region. They are 

encouraging town and parish councils to highlight 
areas which could be “rewilded”, i.e. grass left to grow  

longer and wild flowers planted and are also asking 
residents to contact them if they have any suggestions 
for wild spaces. More information and contact details 
can be found here 
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/news/wildlife-to-benefit-from-
more-wild-spaces  

Of course, you can always create your own wild space 
in a corner of your garden to give a safe space to our 
varied wildlife.  

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/news/wildlife-to-benefit-from-more-wild-spaces
https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/news/wildlife-to-benefit-from-more-wild-spaces
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Emma’s Column  
I have to say it was lovely to see so many parishioners 
logging onto Zoom for the Parish Council meeting on 
10th March. Two particular agenda items appear to 
have been the cause: a planning application for the 
new development at Valley Farm and an item 
regarding properties in the village which have been 
standing empty for some time. To answer questions on 
both we were joined from the Heveningham Hall 
Estate by Lois Hunt, Matt Bostock (Business Manager) 
and Argus Hardy (Estate Architect). 

After the usual updates the open forum heard from a 
parishioner concerned about the state of the road and 
verges at the entrance to Valley Farm from Brick Kiln 
Lane; the access is too narrow for larger vehicles to 
negotiate. We were informed that the Estate intend to 
widen the entrance. It was suggested that traffic was 
made to enter the site from the Barrels Hill end of the 
lane rather than through the village which they have 
promised to look at as an option.  

Argus and Matt gave a brief presentation of the 
proposed Plant and Boiler house adjacent to the 
Community Orchard. Questions were raised regarding 
potential emissions and noise which we were told 
were within building control requirements. However, 
concern was raised from the majority regarding the 
site’s proximity to the village. After some debate it was 
agreed that they will explore the options to re-site the 
development. The Councilors agreed to approve the 
plans in principle but highlight the need to explore site 
alternatives. We have since had an update from Matt 
Bostock: they have taken all considerations on board 
and “we think we have a solution that will please all 
parties”. Once plans are firmed up they will share them 
with us at the next meeting in May. A time extension 
to the planning application has been requested.  

We then moved to 
the subject of 
properties owned 
by the Estate, 
namely The Old 
School House 
opposite the 
Church and The 

Forge in Bridge Street. Lois Hunt informed us that their 
current projects have been delayed which has had a 
knock-on effect with work on other areas. They are 
hoping to have planning consent for the Forge later in 
the year (potentially to demolish and rebuild) and may 
have to look at selling The School House.  

 

Those were the days.. well-deserved refreshment after the village 
clean up in 2013! 

Other items arising included a village clean-up day, 
which we haven’t been able to do for some time. This 
will take place on Sunday 18th April. Please come along 
and help – meet at The Hub at 10am and pick your 
task. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions we won’t 
be able to supply the usual cuppa and bacon ‘sarnie’ so 
you may want to bring your own refreshments. 

We have received a grant from East Suffolk Council to 
clean the War Memorial on the Green. Initially we will 
have it steam cleaned and then assess any further 
restoration to the lettering etc. 

Finally, we are excited to be able to host our Annual 
Parish Meeting at The Hub in public! This will take 
place on 19th May at 6.30pm. The usual COVID-19 
requirements will be followed, with social distancing 
and masks required whilst moving around the building.  

The agendas and other documents can be viewed at 
http://huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/huntingfield-parish-council/  

Emma Ward 
Chair, Huntingfield Parish Council 

Rural Coffee Caravan 

The Hub is 
currently talking 
with the Rural 
Coffee Caravan 
about returning 
once the 
guidelines allow 

them to do so. The Wednesday morning meet-ups 
were very popular, with coffee, cake and chance to 
catch up with friends and neighbours.  

Watch out for further news in the Hare, posted on the 
Hub Facebook page and on the website 
www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/the-hub  

http://huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/huntingfield-parish-council/
http://www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/the-hub
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Church Chat  

As we slowly emerge from Lockdown it is with a 'happy 
heart' and a smile on my face that I can bring you a 
number of dates for your calendar. The first good news 
is that the Church will be open on Easter Sunday, 4th 
April, for private prayer and visitors. Please continue to 
adhere to social distancing, wear a face mask and use 
hand sanitiser in the church. 

We are planning our official ‘re-opening’ of the church 
starting with a "Clear-Up the Churchyard’ day on 
Saturday May 1st at 10am. An hour or more of your 
time will go a long way. Don't forget your gardening 
gloves, trowels, shears etc. Light refreshments will be 
provided so please come and join us.  

At the end of lockdown in late June the church will 
begin to hold regular monthly services at 10am. Dates 
will be published in the next Hare and also on the 
website where you can also find details of the PCC 
(www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/st-marys-church) 

Please note that all dates listed are subject to change 
should there be any alteration in government advice.  

Sunday May 2nd: A service of quiet reflection and 
music at 11am. All welcome. People must sit in their 
family bubbles and maintain social distance. 
Facemasks are essential. 

Thursday May 20th. The Annual Parish Church meeting 
at 6.30pm in the church. All parishioners' welcome. 

Sunday June 27th. As part of the village activities a 
Service of Thanksgiving will be held in the church and 
there will be HYMNS! (Time to be advised.) 

Saturday July 10th. An afternoon of ‘Tea and Cake' with 
a tabletop sale. If you are interested in reserving a 
table please contact me. More details to follow. 

Saturday Sept. 11th. Suffolk Historic Churches Cycle 
ride. Once again, we will be part of this great fund-
raising activity for our beautiful churches. If you would 
like to take part in the cycle ride sponsorship forms are 
available from me. Details can be found at 
https://shct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/  

....and finally… 
Saturday Sept.18th. We will be hosting a Harvest 
Supper in The Hub and welcoming our new Team 
rector, Dominic Doble. More details to follow. 

So, dust off your calendars and start entering the 
dates, we really can't wait to see you all! 
Sally Clarke: email sally.clarke@live.com 

Willow Arch 
 

 

Many thanks go 
to Diane, a local 
resident and 
willow weaver, 
who has been 
looking after the 
willow arch next 
to the play 
equipment on 
the Millennium 
Green. The arch 
was planted 
some years ago 
and is now well-

established, forming a robust and dense structure. Diane recently finished 
weaving the recent growth and we have to say it’s looking very impressive.  

http://www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/st-marys-church
https://shct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/
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New arrival 
The Hare was pleased to 
hear from Alastair and 
Emma Zangs who lived in 
Laundry Cottage for a while 
(before departing for the 

great metropolis of 
Norwich) and still 
keep in touch with 
Huntingfield. They 
greeted Marcel River Zangs at 11.14am, 12th March.  
A very healthy boy weighing in 5.4kg!  

Marcel says “I am actually quite tall and love listening 
to sounds, love cuddles with mum and dad and 
partying at night!” Congratulations to mum and dad – 
we look forward to a visit from the family when it’s 
possible. 
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Budding Ideas  
Officially British Summer time has arrived... the weather of 
course might need a reminder as we can still see cool days 
and chilly nights. Frosts remain on the cards - last year we 
had a snap frost on 26th May, one of the latest I recall. A 
reminder not to rush to get plants or seeds in that might not 
appreciate a sudden drop in temperature. 

However, daylight 
hours are longer, 
temperatures are 
on the up and the 
garden is well and 
truly bursting into 
life, with bulbs 
well into their 

stride, new growth from the previously hidden crowns of 
hardy perennials and bright, fresh leaf buds on trees and 
shrubs bursting into vibrant reds, oranges and citrus greens. 

April and May are busy months and the perfect time for 
cutting back early blooming shrubs and straggly perennials 
alongside tidying dead materials from last year – which we 
are now being encouraged to leave over-winter. Most of us 
should be able to find an unobtrusive corner of the garden 
where tired perennials and leaves can be left to provide 

shelter and safety for a 
wide range of garden 
creatures.  

Early spring-flowering 
shrubs can be pruned 
directly after flowering is 
over – such as Forsythia 

and Ribes. Take out one third of the older flowering stems 
to about a foot to encourage the production of younger 
branches which form the flowering stems for next year and 
also prune for a tidier shape. Smaller plants such as Salvia 
and Fuschia can also be cut back to a side shoot or leaf node 
(where the bud is produced). If they are getting a bit woody 
they will benefit from an harder crop to just a few inches. 
Feed after pruning with fish/blood/bone, bonemeal or 
Growmore and fork or water in around the base of the 
plants. Take care if you have dogs as they are likely to want 
to eat it, which really isn't the idea at all! 

Another essential task at this time is the division of 
established perennials; over time their core becomes old 
and woody and growth occurs on the outside. Every 3 years 
or so lift the whole clump and, using a sharp knife or spade, 
split the healthy outside into about four or five chunks and 
chop off and discard the old woody growth. The 'new' 
clumps can be split further but don't make them too small. 
These can be re-planted either in the same area or put in 
other parts of your border. Work a little compost into the 
planting holes and water well. A great way to increase both 
your plants’ health and your stock for free! 

Climbing plants should be rapidly putting on growth and to 
avoid a tangled mess it is advisable to tie in the new growth 
as often as possible. Climbers such as roses, clematis, 
passion flower, etc. will need to be trained along supports 
to provide a good open shape. Do not tie in too tightly and 
use a soft twine to avoid damaging the delicate new stems. 

Lawn mowing should 
be well under way by 
now. In order to thrive 
the lawn needs a little 
help and now is the 
time to start. In April, 
apply a combination 
lawn feed and weed to 

encourage a good healthy green lawn whilst treating 
emerging broad leaf weeds and killing off moss. The moss 
will turn black as the treatment takes effect and sometimes 
the grass does a little too but do not be alarmed, this is part 
of the process. It then needs scarification and aeration; rake 
out the dead and accumulated thatch and spike with a long 
tined fork to allow oxygen to the roots - essential in a good 
healthy lawn. The aerating holes will stay effective for 
longer by brushing in some dry sharp sand. 

With all this activity, even with longer days, it sometimes 
feels that there are just not enough hours in the day. It can 
be quite overwhelming but don't be put off; there is always 
time to find a secluded corner of your garden where you 
can just sit, enjoy the sum of all your efforts and relax.... a 
glass of wine may help! 
Lori Kingsley-Adams, Budding Ideas 

Plants of the month: 
Magnolia stellata. Every 
garden should have a 
Magnolia, even the 
smallest. This little 
beauty, 'Star Magnolia', 
is a must - up to 10ft, it’s 
deciduous, with furry 
leaves appearing in late 

Spring  which burst into brilliant white star shaped flowers. 
Easy, unfussy and a little gem in the garden.- 

Euphorbia. Evergreen, architectural plant for every site, 
ranging from up to 8ft tall Euphorbia Mellifera and little 
Euphorbia Myrsinites, a low growing ground cover. Citrus 
green flower bracts and generally bluey waxy leaves. 

Chaenomeles japonica (Japanese 
Quince). Great deciduous shrub that can 
be trained pretty much wherever; copes 
with most soils in sun or shade and its 

flowers are followed by golden fruits in the Autumn. Best 
grown against a wall or trained over a structure. Colours 
vary from scarlet to white. 
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Notes from the sheep pen Your Parish Council 

I cannot believe 
how quickly the 
time has come 
around! All my 
mates have 
returned to 
have their 
babies here in 
Suffolk. Lucy 
will be dealing 
with the most 
difficult ones, 
i.e. triplets and 

quads and also a small group of Easy Care 1st timers 
(notoriously a wild bunch) at Sibton. His nibs will watch 
over the rest of us here at Heveningham. 

As I write this on 24th March, seven of us gave birth 
this morning. Once we get in full swing it will be more 
like100 per day (probably why this column is a little 
clipped this time… a bit like our bottoms!) You will, I 
have no doubt, noticed the team have given us a trim 
around the business end which makes it easier for 
them to see what’s going on without being told!! We 
find it so difficult when they don’t understand baa baa 

language 🙄. Old Floppy Hat tells me we have two vet 
students for the first two weeks followed by another 
pair for the last two. It will definitely be a baptism of 
fire but also really good experience for them. 

Hasn’t the grass greened up well this spring? Although 
it feels like a late one, we are in good fettle and looking 
forward to our babies arriving. Those scan photos are 
all very well but you can’t beat the real thing. 

I’m sorry you have a short piece from us this time, with 
lock down we’ve been getting distracted watching too 
much Netflix! Shaun the Sheep is our hero…  

Baa to you all: Ewe know who.. 

Heveningham 
Parish Council 
The Annual Parish 
Meeting for 
Heveningham will 
take place on 

Wednesday 26th May at 7pm in the Hub. Social 
distance rules will apply. This is your chance to have 
your say. It will be followed by the Annual Parish 
Council Meeting and a standard Council meeting. 
Come along to one or all. It would be great to see you. 

In this special edition of the Hare we enclose an email 
consent form for anyone who would like village news 
electronically. You will not be bombarded with emails, 
and you are able to unsubscribe at any time! Why not 
bring the completed form to the Annual Parish 
Meeting. Alternatively, return it to me by email 
(heveninghamclerk@gmail.com) or in person. 
I look forward to seeing you at an event soon! 

Ubbeston Parish Council 
In this special edition of the Hare, 
Ubbeston residents will find a flyer 
about the Quiet Lanes Scheme. 
This will be discussed at the Annual 
Parish Meeting on Tuesday 4th 
May, 7pm via Zoom. If you would 
like to join this meeting and have 

your say please contact me for the log in details 
(ubbestonclerk@outlook.com). 

Also enclosed with this edition is an email consent 
form. If you would like to be kept on the loop and up 
to date with events, please complete this form and 
return it to me. You will not be bombarded with 
emails, and of course you can unsubscribe at any time. 
You also have your own website: Ubbeston Parish -
Past and Present, www.ubbeston.onesuffolk.net.  
As the title suggests lots of details, old & new.  
Go on, take a look!  

Huntingfield Parish Council 
Huntingfield Annual Parish Meeting will take place in 
the Hub on Wednesday 19th May at 6.30pm. Come and 
have your say about your village. There will also be a 
chance to find out more about the Quiet Lanes 
Scheme. Look out for the agenda on our website 
(www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net). 

Julie Collett 
Clerk to Ubbeston, Heveningham and Huntingfield 
Parish Councils. Contact details on back page.  

mailto:heveninghamclerk@gmail.com
http://www.ubbeston.onesuffolk.net/
http://www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/
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Hub News 

 

The 
trustees 
are busy 
preparing 
for the 
long-
awaited re-
opening of 

the Hub, that will hopefully happen on May 17th. 
For the first few weeks, social distancing will be 
adhered to, until the end of lockdown on June 21st.  

The trustees have met again and have agreed to 
freshen up the main hall before the re-opening. 
Contact has been made with the original regular 
users of the Hub to start booking classes again.  

Please let us know if you have a celebration coming 
up that you would like to book at the Hub. In this 
special edition of the Hare, you will see the details 
of the re-opening event that we want everyone in 
the three villages to be involved with. Let’s hope for 
the sun to come out and for us to meet up again 
very soon. 

The Hub Trustees 

Weather report: February - March 2021 
Two more months in lockdown since my last report 
but the weather seems to have followed seasonal 
normality to date. The last two months have 
performed accordingly, with snow in early February 
followed by Mad March winds. I recorded a 
maximum wind gust of 48.99mph on the 11th March 
in the low of Huntingfield along with nearly equal 
gusts on a couple of other days. Temperatures have 
varied widely with a max. of 14.9C and a min. of -
6.3C in February and a max. of 14.1C (likely to be 
exceeded in the next couple of days) and a min. of -
3.2C in March.  

 

The weather has shown a very see-saw movement with 
mild being replaced by cold and generally following the 
pattern set by the jet stream: this pattern will continue 
for a while yet, I think.  

I've not mentioned rainfall but, as you are well aware, 
there has been some! February was drier compared with 
last year but the opposite is true of March - the 
differences can be seen in the table. Cumulatively this 
year there have been 7.11" (180.6mm) of rain compared 
with 6.48" (164.6mm) in 2020. The continuing trend of 
less sunshine is still notable but hopefully will change very 
soon. 

See you in a couple of months, but stay safe, we aren't 
out of the woods yet! 

Richard Tyler 

 

Bi-annual and Bi-monthly rainfall comparison table

2020 2021 Diff Inches Diff mm

Feb 3.54 1.57 -1.97 -50.16

Mar 1.16 1.27* 0.12 2.97

Total 4.70 2.84 -1.86 -47.19

* up to 28/03/2021 11:00 a.m.
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In Memoriam Garden Doctor? 

The Hare was recently 
informed of the death of 
another former resident, 
Doris (Doddie) Constance 
Amy Loftus who passed away 
in a care home in Felixstowe 
on 5th Feb 2021, aged 98.  

She was born on 5th August 
1922, the daughter of William 
Clover who lived at Valley 
Farm, Huntingfield. Doddie 
was the sister of Ronald and 
Stanley who were also 

farmers and owned High View Farm, Huntingfield and Brick 
Kiln Farm, Heveningham respectively. In 1968 the family also 
purchased land belonging to The Fruit Farm, Huntingfield. 

I am sure many of 
you follow  
the advice of Lori, 
who writes  
our popular 
gardening column, 
“Budding Ideas”. 
As if she hasn’t got 

enough to do at this time of year, she has 
offered to answer your gardening queries via  
the Hare.  

If you find yourself struggling with a particular 
problem of the horticultural variety please email 
us at the Hare and we will pass on your 
questions to be answered in the next issue. 

Thanks Lori! 

Millennium Green Community Orchard 

 

You may notice some 
new activity in the 
Community Orchard. 
The original trees, 
planted over a number 
of years had been 
grafted onto a root 
stock that was not 
suitable to the soil on 
the green which is why 
they have not taken too 
well.  

Huntingfield MG Trust is 
not the only community 
orchard that has 
suffered - Wenhaston 
and a number of other 

orchards are in a similar position. Paul Read, of Orchard East, 
has kindly provided a small selection of maiden trees and 
these will be planted along side the existing trees which will 
remain until they have been inspected by a team of 
specialists. 

Also, as a result of the successful grafting course held at the 
Hub last year, run by Paul Read, Tony Howe and Jim Wardale 
have successfully  raised a small number of grafted maiden 
trees which will also be planted.  

The HMGT are very grateful for a grant of £1,000 awarded by 
the Groundwork project, sponsored by Tesco. 
Huntingfield Millennium Green Trustees 

Look out for the new trees in our orchard 
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Nature Notes  
At the time 
of writing we 
have had 
some quite 
cold windy 
days so 
certainly not 
spring-like 
weather. 
Thankfully 
the forecast 
for the next 

few days is good with much warmer temperatures and 
southerly winds. This should provide ideal conditions 
for migrant birds, which have been a bit slow arriving 
this year (held up by the cool air) to flood into the UK. I 
have heard that harbinger of Spring, the Chiffchaff 
singing in a few local sites. Other early migrants such as 
the Sand Martin and Swallow have eluded me although 
a handful of each have been seen in Suffolk. 

We should also see 
an increase in insect 
life: bees are 
already active and 
butterflies will 
appreciate warm 
days and start to 
visit local flowers 
looking for nectar. 
The pale-yellow 
Brimstone is usually 
one of the first 
species seen on the wing with Peacocks and Small 
Tortoiseshell flitting around soon. 

I recently helped local 
moth expert, Matthew 
Deans, to set up his 
moth traps. It was his 
first surveying session 
as part of his work 
studying local moth 
populations. Again, as 
it has been un-
seasonably chilly, not 

that many moths have been active hence the variety of 
species that we found was also reduced. The moths we 
did attract with the powerful lamp had a distinctly 
religious feel as most of them were either Common or 
Small Quakers. 

Although spring 
will see an 
arrival of 
summer visitors, 
at the moment 
we still have 
good numbers 
of winter 
visiting birds 

present locally. Helen has had several Siskins using 
feeders in her garden. These are small, green and 
black finches closely related to Goldfinches. They 
breed in northern forests but travel south during cold 
weather. At the moment they will be fuelling up on her 
seed ready for their return journey. 

Most notable was up to a thousand Fieldfare feeding 
in fields near my house. These are grey and brown 
thrushes, close relatives of the Blackbird and Song 
Thrush. They 
gather in flocks 
prior to their own 
northward 
journey back to 
the breeding 
areas in 
Scandinavia. 

Recently there has been a notable passage of Red Kites 
through Suffolk I saw four in just one morning. As with 
the Thrushes these birds generally seem to be heading 

north east. 
They are 
large, 
Buzzard-
sized 
raptors with 
a delicate 
flight and a 
deeply 
forked tale 

that they use rather like a rudder to steer. They are a 
lovely chestnut colour and are a welcome sight as their 
numbers declined in the 1960s to just a few birds left 
in Wales. 

So do keep an eye out in the next few days for 
returning summer visitors such as Swallows and other 
local wildlife that will be active on the back of some 
nice gardening weather. 

Tony Howe  
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Listen out for the Chiffchaff calling 
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What’s on – dates for your diary 
PLEASE NOTE all dates are subject to government guidance and may change 

April 

18th Huntingfield Village Clean Up, 10am, The Hub 

21st Mobile library, see page 2 

May 

1st Clean up the Churchyard, 10am, St Mary’s 

2nd Service of Reflection at St Marys, 11am 

4th Ubbeston Annual Parish Meeting, 7pm via Zoom 

19th Huntingfield Annual Parish Meeting, 6.30pm, The Hub 

19th Mobile library, see page 2 

20th Annual Parish Church Meeting, 6.30pm, St Mary’s  

26th Heveningham Annual Parish Meeting, 7pm, The Hub 

Regular events at The Hub 

Pilates from 3rd June  Thursday a.m.  

   (contact Orchid Fitness for details 07899 888778, nikkihambling@gmail.com) 

Forthcoming Dates 

June 26th  – Hub re-opening, Villages Day 

June 27th  – Service of Thanksgiving, St Mary’s 

July 10th – Tea and Cake and Tabletop Sale at St Mary’s 

September 11th – Suffolk Historic Churches Cycle Ride 

September 18th – Harvest Supper at The Hub 

Huntingfield Parish Councilors 

Chair: Emma Ward  Newall Hall 785343 

David Blackmore Giffords 785348 

David Burrows  The Old Post Office 798165 

Jackie Driver Katanning 799135 

Guy Newton Huntingfield Hall 

Clerk: Julie Collett  899719 

 huntingfieldclerk@gmail.com 

The Hub 

Email: huntingfieldhub@gmail.com 

Phone: 01986 799130 

Julie Collett (Admin Officer) 899719 

Alex Dipple (Caretaker) 798481 

Trustees 

Sara Back 798320 

Mike Baker  07836 333444 (Heveningham) 

Carolyne Blundell  07967 975856 (Ubbeston) 

Ken Burnett  798177 

David Burrows  798165 

Tony Howe  785429 

Steve Moorhouse 798079 (Ubbeston) 

Allen Pike  798227 (Ubbeston)  

Jim Wardale 798393 

Millennium Green Trustees 

Chair: Tony Howe 1 Crutch Hall 785429 

Vice Chair: James Gordon  

 3 Crutch Hall 785430 

Secretary: Julie Collett  

 Bridge Cottage 899719 

Marian Cannell Hill Farm Barn 798633 

Sheila Freeman The Longhouse 798774 

Jim Wardale Burin Barn 798393 

The Kids Club Team 

Sally Clarke, Jos Bailey, Linda Burrows, Jackie Driver,  

Carla Kruger, Charlotte Yule 

Parochial Church Council 

Churchwarden:  

Emma Ward, Huntingfield 

PCC Members:  

David Blackmore, Huntingfield 

Sally Clarke (Secretary), Huntingfield 

Jackie Driver, Huntingfield 

Jane & Tony Morelli (Joint Treasurers), Huntingfield 

Sue Tyler, Huntingfield 

Local council news 
Our County Councilor, Stephen Burroughs, presents a monthly report on what is happening in Suffolk.  

Space limitations mean that we cannot include it in the Hare but if you are interested his report can be read online: 
http://huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/huntingfield-hare/county-councillors-report/ 

 

mailto:huntingfieldhub@gmail.com
http://huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/huntingfield-hare/county-councillors-report/

