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The Hare is delivered to all residents
and businesses in Huntingfield free of
charge. It is also available on the village
website (see below). If you live outside
Huntingfield and would like a hardcopy of the Hare then we request a £10
annual donation towards printing and
postage. A colour copy of the Hare is
available in the Huntingfield Arms, in
the Hub and at the Church.

Happy 100th Stanley Clover
Many of you may remember Stanley Clover, who lived
at the Gatehouse in Laundry Lane and was the proud
curator of a beautiful cottage garden.
His family moved into Valley Farm in 1947 which they
farmed until 1979. Stan remained in and around
Huntingfield until 2018 – a resident for 71 years! On
October 5th he will celebrate his 100th birthday.
Some memories of his time in the village are
shared on page 5.

Village Picnic

The Huntingfield Hare is financed
through advertising - so please support
our advertisers whenever you can.
Contact the Hare:
huntingfieldhare@gmail.com
Find us online:
www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net
Your editorial team is:
Helen Cannon
01986 799103
6 Bridge Street
Liz Forrester
01986 798912
The Coach House
Sue Tyler
01986 798403
The Firs
The Hare is always looking for ideas
and articles to include in our
publication. Whether this be something
relevant to the village or locality, or just
something in which you have an
interest and would like to share with
others, then please contact us. We
would welcome your input.

Community events in Huntingfield do seem like a distant memory. Cast your
mind back to the beginning of 2020 with performances of Mildred, The Power of
a Dream in the church, Wassailing around the community orchard, regular Hub
brunches to enjoy and Friday night bingo!
So, when Sunday August 30th wasn’t looking too promising to begin with a good
number of local residents donned some extra layers and met, at a social
distance, determined to make the most of the Village Picnic. Thankfully the sun
eventually decided to make an appearance and everyone enjoyed their picnic
food and a convivial afternoon including music of their own choosing.
Thanks go to the Millennium Green Trustees who organised the first (and
possibly last?) post-lockdown community event of 2020. Unfortunately the
annual Apple Day planned for October will not be going ahead due to the
current government restrictions. It looks like we will have to wait until next
autumn to enjoy this popular event but there will be a fundraising virtual raffle.
See page 7.

Ride & Stride, Pedal & Drive
There was an impressive array of vintage cars stopping
off at St Mary’s Church on the morning of Saturday
12th September together with a flow of cyclists
throughout the day. This annual event raises money
for the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust and involves
sponsored visits to a number of churches and chapels
in Suffolk using your chosen mode of transport.

The cars that processed through the village gathered
earlier at Heveningham Hall and, following their church
visits, were to congregate at Lavenham.
Thanks to the members of the PCC who manned the
Church during the day (and also tidied the churchyard
whilst monitoring the visitors!).

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Notice is hereby given of a meeting of parishioners to
be held at St Mary the Virgin Huntingfield on Sunday
11th Oct at 2pm for the election of persons to serve on
the Parochial Church Council and for the election of
Sidespersons.
At the Annual Parochial Church meeting a report will
be given on the life of the parish including its financial
affairs in accordance with the Synodical Government
Measure, 1969. The Church electoral roll will also be
presented.
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Your Hub. Your great resource.
One thing strikes almost every visitor to our lovely
village. They invariably say something like “Wow! what
a lovely venue your village hall is! What a superb
community resource”.
And so it is. Our Hub is a unique and splendid asset for
the three villages it serves - Heveningham, Ubbeston
and Huntingfield. And it’s getting better.
Because of Covid-19 the Hub has had to close these
last several months. But it will soon re-open albeit in a
limited capacity and a managed, safe way. And, in
time, the Hub will return to fulfil its role – along with
the Huntingfield Arms – as one of the focal points of
our village. A new management plan for the Hub is
currently being formed. There are crucial roles for
part-time workers and we’re also inviting applications
from anyone who might wish to serve as a Hub trustee
on behalf of our entire community.
So please watch this space for further news, and if you
can, do step forward to help make your Hub the
greatest possible asset for our wonderful community.
Thank you.
The Hub Trustees
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Weather report: August - September 2020
As I sit here compiling my report, I glance out of the
window and see it's still raining heavily with leaden
skies and strong winds blowing the trees. It's certainly
not a day for meeting outside with another person and
definitely not with five others!

and, with more rain to come, my guess is that it'll end
fairly similar.

However, in the main the weather has been fairly kind
to those of us staying at home in the garden. There
have been pleasant warm spells interspersed with a
few cooler windier days which has been the pattern
since the beginning of lockdown in the spring. The
rainfall total for September was looking sparse until
about 3 days ago when the weather pattern changed
and the jet stream suddenly swung to the south of the
UK. This change was, in the main, caused by a
hurricane offshore in the NW Atlantic near North
America. Who would have thought that an event so far
away would affect our shore? The result was rain, and
lots of it. We are now closer to the Aug./Sept. 2019
totals which were 3.65 inches (92.71mm) compared
with 3.24 inches (82.29mm) - not a huge difference

Prophecies for the autumn and winter weather are
unlikely to be forthcoming as the weather experts say
that 'normal' weather patterns in the upper
atmosphere have not yet manifested themselves!
Stay safe and stick to the rules.
Richard Tyler

Hundred Club Results
A big THANK YOU to everyone who has joined the 100
Club to raise funds for the Huntingfield Millennium
Green CIO. As you’ll have noticed, this year we have
been unable to put on any fundraising events so this
means that every penny of your £12 per number will
work especially hard on the upkeep and maintenance
of the Millennium Green and Wildlife Orchard.
July
1st
2nd
3rd
August
1st
2nd
3rd
Sue Brewer

Gill Daley
Janet Pearle
James Smith

£30
£15
£5

Brian Lucas
Zoe Vick
Ivan Clarke

£30
£15
£5

Takeaway menu from the Arms
During lockdown the Huntingfield Arms kept us going
with food supplies and a range of delicious takeaway
dishes. It’s been so popular that they have continued
with a selection supplied chilled and ready to
eat/reheat from Wednesday every week or a hot
takeaway selection from Thursday. Plus there is a
spectacular Sunday roast (available 12-7pm).

If you would like to join the weekly menu mailout
please email steven.back@me.com or call the Arms on
798320.
They will also be supplying a fully prepared Christmas
lunch to collect on Christmas Eve and a full list of
Christmas food available to pre order will be available
from 5th October.
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Stanley Clover

Stan was head boy at school in
Parkeston near Dovercourt before
leaving at the age of 14 to work on
the family farm

Stanley Clover, a long
time resident of
Huntingfield, will be
celebrating his one
hundredth birthday on
October 5th. Although
no longer living in the
village he is always keen
to know what is going
on. Stan left his beloved
Gatehouse in Laundry
Lane in 2018 to live with
his daughter Angela and
is now enjoying life in a
wonderful care home in
Blundeston.

At the ‘youthful’ age of 96 Stan was up a tree to cut a
branch off when he fell. Luckily he wasn’t badly hurt
apart from shock and some bruising. Afterwards, when
he had visitors or went
shopping he would be
asked if he had “fallen out
of any trees lately?”
Another subject he liked
to talk about was his
wartime experiences in
the RAF. He joined the
RAF in 1940 and worked
as a mechanic on Spitfire
engines, mostly in the
Middle East, until he
returned home to
Dagenham in 1945.

Stan and his family moved
to Valley Farm from East
London in 1947. Along
with his brother Ron and
sister Doris he worked on
the mixed farm until it
was sold in 1979. Stan had
been living at The Croft in
Ubbeston from where he
ran the family haulage
business and retired to
Laundry Lane to devote
his time to the garden and
the propagation of plants
With his mum and sister on the
- Clivia being one of his
beach at Southend
favourites. He enjoyed
showing people round his garden and greenhouse
which he referred to as the Folly!

We hope you
have a very
happy One
Hundredth
Birthday Stanley
from everyone in
the village of
Huntingfield.
Sue Tyler

When Stan was first living
at the Gatehouse he had a
pet bantam cockerel, aptly
named ‘Syd Vicious’. Syd
would attack anyone
entering the garden with
Stan being the only person
who could pick him up! His
home was a dog kennel up
in an apple tree in the
back garden: in the
morning he watched for
Stan’s curtains to open
Stan and the infamous Syd
and rushed to the back
door to be fed. Poor Syd had a sad ending when he
was killed by neighbour’s dogs.

A fabulous "charabanc" - Sunday School outing.
Stan is at the front with his mum and sister

Thank you to Stan’s daughter Angela for supplying
some lovely photos.
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Exercise classes return to The Hub
The ever-changing government
restrictions mean that The Hub has to
remain closed for the majority of
community and social events.
However, exercise classes are still
allowed to take place provided they
follow strict guidelines. As a result we
are please to say that pilates classes
under the auspices of Orchid Fitness will restart on 1st October with two
sessions at 9-10am and 10.20-11.20am. If you are interested in attending
please contact Nikki – details are in her advertisment (left).
Yoga-style “Stretch and Strengthen” classes, run by Trish Dent, have not
seen enough uptake so far to restart at the Hub. Trish tells us she will
monitor the level of interest and will return when the it is viable to do so.
If you are interested in her classes please see www.trishdent.co.uk or call
her on 01986 780939.
In line with government requirements the Hub is COVID-19 compliant
and the hirers are following the advice of their governing bodies to
ensure their clients are kept safe.
The Hub Trustees

Audit of Church keys

Mobile Library

For security and insurance purposes
the Parochial Church Council are
carrying out an audit of church
keys.If you hold a key to St. Mary's
Church, Huntingfield would you
please inform the Church Warden,
Emma Ward 785343

The mobile library is still visiting Huntingfield although
social distancing requires only one person at a time on
the bus so you may have to queue. The next visits will
be 6th October and 3rd November – outside the Hub
from 3.10-3.30 pm. Information on our route (13) can
be found at https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/mobileshome/saxmundham-mobile-library-route-13/.
Come along and join if you’re not already a library
member. Books can be ordered and brought right to
your door-step.
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Notes from the sheep pen

.. and the cowshed

Baa to you all…

We too have enjoyed
the summer albeit
with some seasonal
problems we’ve not
seen to such an
extent for some
years, mainly due to
the high burden of
flies.

Hasn’t it been a
glorious summer!
Almost too hot at
times. The grass
has been abundant
and we have made
great use of it,
putting on meat
just where the boss wants it. To date 50% of our lambs
have reached their target weight from grass and have
been sold. Demand has been strong and looks set to
continue for the rest of the year. The grass growth is
slowing down, initially from drought and, as the
temperature falls, it too will have an increasing effect.
The remainder of our lambs have been moved onto
arable “catch” crops, which include stubble turnips,
radish and tares, and a mixture of all three. These
crops help the soil conserve moisture and return
fertility prior to being planted with edible spring crops
for you humans!

Firstly though, the
good news: some
locals have been
asking the boss why
us girls are moved so
regularly, as it seems
to them. As I said last
time, we pregnant girls came to Valley Farm for some
R&R and now have been moved on to old Floppy Hat’s
farm to calve under his watchful eye. So far 30 of us
have calved out of 138, and, as with lambing, it seems
there have been nothing but problems from the
beginning. We have had three breach presentations
and one premature so far, with the vet being called out
on one occasion. The dreadful weather during the last
week has also caused the team lots of extra problems.

We older girls are in preparation for the coming
breeding season, having been vaccinated for foot rot,
wormed and treated for lice (similar to head lice in
humans) which has been a particular problem this
year. Our boyfriends are being gathered in small
groups dotted around Heveningham, Henham and the
home farm in readiness for the
1st November. If they get
together in groups of more
than ten or a dozen they fight quite often to the death - it
makes the team really cross.
This year’s chaps of choice are
predominantly Berrichons apparently, it’s because they
have nice bottoms! So, for
now, fun all around.
Ewe, as in you know who!

The yearlings, who will be put in calf next spring,
arrived after us. They have now returned to the home
farm in Essex to be housed for the winter. Some of you
may have seen the team truck collecting them. Most of
the replacement female calves have been bought and
are being reared at Heveningham: it’s always a very
tricky time and keeps Lucy and his nibs on their toes.
At the beginning I indicated that the fly burden this
year has been particularly bad which subsequently
caused an infection called New Forest disease,
sometimes referred to as “pink eye”. It’s transmitted
by flies that settle around our eyes seeking moisture
and is then carried from one to another. The team
treat us regularly with long-acting repellents, but in a
very bad year, such as this, it is difficult to control. An
antibiotic injection in the eyelid as soon as possible
sees us recover well but it does increase the workload
for all concerned and, as you can imagine, we are not
too keen on needles near our eyes. Fortunately, Lucy
and the boss are good at restraining us, although this
year it has been on an all too regular basis.

Look out for a Virtual Apple Day Raffle
As you may have read
there will be no Apple Day
this year but the MG
trustees are organizing a
fundraising virtual raffle
with some fantastic prizes
from the usual supporters.
Keep an eye out for more information.

So lovely residents of Huntingfield - it’s moo to you!
Pat - as in cow
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Emma’s Column
The second meeting of 9th August had, unsurprsingly,
little to report. The new defibrillator cabinet has
arrived and I see this has now been fitted. The planned
Speed Indicator Device (SID) is waiting for a response
from highways who have a backlog: it may be some
time before we see it installed.

There have been two meetings of the Parish Council
since the last issue of the Hare, both held socially
distanced and COVID-19 compliant at the Hub. Thanks
to all the councillors and parishioners who attended
under the difficult circumstances.
The extraordinary meeting of 3rd August saw the
appointment of our new clerk, Julie Collett. It’s a
welcome back to the Parish Council for Julie who has
served in various roles over the years.. including in my
current role as Chair.

Issues arising included a complaint from a local
resident regarding the speed of tractors on the
Linstead Road/Barrells Hill which we are referring on
to our District Councillor who is currently looking into
issues of farm traffic around the area in general. It was
also brought to our attention that there is a large dip
by the steps on the village green - a potential hazard.
Cllr Blackmore kindly offered to look into getting this
filled in. At the same time he will investigate the
“jaunty” angle of the seat around the oak on the green
which appears to be sinking!

Other business was
mainly to approve
two planning
applications: an
annexe at Lark Rise
and the conversion
of various agriPlanning for Valley Farm is in progress
cultural buildings
into holiday accommodation at Valley Farm. There
were no objections to either submission. The only
query was regarding access via Laundry Lane to Valley
Farm during construction works and we were assured
that no construction traffic will use the lane - the new
access road from Brick Kiln Lane will be utilised.

Dates of future meetings are 11th November 2020,
13th January and 10th March 2021. Agendas, minutes
and other documents relating to the Parish Council can
be viewed at http://huntingfield.onesuffolk.net/huntingfieldparish-council/

Emma Ward
Chair, Huntingfield Parish Council

Petanque
Some of the
Huntingfield Hares
have been back
on the piste
playing in our own
Knock-out Cup
where we are well
into the quarter
finals. One of our
new players, Janet, is already through to the semifinals. Will there be a different name on the trophy this
year? For the first time one of our female players?

All these players have said its a good experience and
they have realised that, whatever the piste, they can
play as well as any others.. well, nearly! Some practice
needed. Onwards and upwards for next year.
Julie Collett

•
•
•
•
•
•

Although the Petanque League games were cancelled,
some competitions continued. Four Hare members Steve, Mike, Simon and David - have played in the
triples. Up against premier league competition they did
brilliantly to get through the first round robin stage
and find themselves in the Knock-out. Unfortunately,
they were beaten by strong opposition from the
Aldringham Parrot who are in League 2. Steve has also
taken part in the singles competition, again having
some great games.

MOT
Servicing
Repairs
Diagnostics
All makes welcome
Land Rover specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for
12 months or 12,000 miles
Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road
Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668
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Budding Ideas
After
months
without
any
significant
rain finally
the
heavens
have
opened
and very welcome it is too. Lawns are greening up,
water butts are filling and if you don’t like the heat,
temperatures are getting back to sensible levels. It
won’t be long before the thermals make an
appearance!

grass and your lawn edges will pretty much look after
themselves.
Now is a great time to prune roses; there are varying
schools of thought on this, some prune in October and
some leave until February - I do both! Pruning now will
reduce long leggy shoots, help to avoid wind damage
over winter and allow you to give them a better,
compact and
tidy shape.
Always prune
to an outward
facing bud.
With climbers,
at this time of
year, it is
easier to see
where to
prune and
where to tie in to support frames. If you have roses
troubled by blackspot make sure that you gather up
the fallen leaves and either burn or bin them. Do not
put them in the compost bin as this allows the virus to
overwinter and re-infect.

Autumn months are critical when it comes to
preparing the garden for the coming year and your
lawn in particular will be grateful for some attention,
particularly after the trials of the past dry, hot months.
Give it a boost now with an application of autumn
weed and feed: this will work on strengthening roots,
kill moss and broad-leaved weeds and promote strong
growth to help the lawn combat disease and cold, wet
conditions. If you really want to give it some TLC follow
this with scarification: raking out all the accumulated
debris, thatch and dead moss. Aeration is next - spike
the lawn every six inches or so using a long tined fork.
Then top-dress using a mix of sharp sand/peat free
soil, brushing across the surface and into holes, which
will help keep the holes open for longer and allow
good oxygen flow to the roots.

Take the time to mulch borders with some well-rotted
compost; just spread over the surface of the soil and
leave the worms to do the rest. It will add body and
nutrients to your borders and improve water retention
for the next year.

Split
herbaceous
perennials
Continuing
that have
the lawn
outgrown
theme, when
their
mowing raise
positions,
the cutting
such as
level on your
Geraniums,
mower to
Day lillies,
help the
etc. Dig up the clump and then slice through with a
grass rebuild
sharp spade. Remove the old central woody mass and
its strength
cut into sections: replant either into borders or into
and re-cut edges where necessary. You can get away
pots to grow on. It’s a fabulous way to acquire free
with murder if your lawn is well edged with a crisp line.
plants and also improve the plant stock.
Using a half moon spade cut your line, either by eye or
The falling leaves provide a fabulous resource. If you
using a straight edge and strip out the excess turf to
don’t have space for a dedicated compost system pop
give your lawn/borders definition. You can always
install a plastic or metal edging strip to ensure that the them into black plastic bags, poke a few holes in the
edge lasts long term. Personally, I use Everedge (other bags and leave them somewhere dry and dark. They
need to dry out but stay moist - you will need to add
brands are available!) which is easy to install and very
water every so often to ensure the leaves rot down.
long lasting. Install it just below the level of the
9

As the leaves fall the bare bones of the garden are
easier to see and it’s a time to plan. Think about
seeds you might want to grow or new plants that
will enhance it - adding structure, colour and scent.
Also, consider the contribution your plants make.
No matter what size your garden, every plant
should justify its place: be brutal, take out anything
that doesn’t fit, enhance or contribute to the
overall look you want to achieve. Half the skill of
gardening is assessing what works and what does
not. Take a step back, sit, take time and the plants
will tell you.
Lori Kingsley-Adams
Plants for the month
Rudbeckia

Ornamental
Grasses
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Nature Notes
We are certainly living in strange times with our entire
human world laid low by a microscopic virus that isn't,
in many ways, a truly living organism. Let's all hope and
pray that medical science can help us recover from
what is basically a self-inflicted situation.
It's also a strange
time of the year in
wildlife terms as
we have many
obvious signs of
summer and winter
reflected in the
change of the
Nightingale
seasons. For
example, the summer migrant species that come to the
UK to breed and spend the warm months taking
advantage of an abundance of food supplies that
would not be here all year. They then fly to warmer
climes, often
south of the
equator, to spend
our winter
months. These
species include
many that we
enjoy seeing in
the summer such
as Swallows,
Red Admiral
House Martins, Nightingales and Cuckoos. Also, some
insect species such as Red Admiral Butterflies.
Soon the Swallows will
follow the Swifts that left
Huntingfield in August, to
fly to Southern Africa to
feed high above the
elephants and lions. I still
Swallow
find the migrant bird’s
abilities incredible and look forward to their regular
return every spring. There is nothing better than the
joyful screams of the Swifts as they zoom around the
Arms on the village green.

On the other hand, lots of fruit such as rose hips,
blackberries, hawthorn berries and crab apples are in
abundance in many local hedges. Some berries, such
as those of the ivy, will remain right through the
winter. Of course, these provide a food source for a
wide range of animals which are resident during our
cold months, some spending the whole year here.
Birds such as Redwings, Bramblings and Fieldfares fly
across the North Sea from countries that will be much
colder than Britain in the winter. In fact, we may not
think it likely, but these birds will enjoy a winter break
here that is positively balmy compared with the
regions where they have bred.
Thus, at this time of year it is fairly easy on the right
day to see a Swallow flying over a flower with a Red
Admiral butterfly feeding on it and a Redwing feeding
on berries in your garden hedge. It is really quite
amazing.
Continuing along the amazing and strange theme,
there has been a sighting of a Sooty Tern and, more
recently, a Black Browed Albatross flying south down
the Suffolk Coast.
Both were seen
from Sizewell
and Thorpeness.
The Sooty Tern
breeds in the
South Atlantic
(some on
Black Browed Albatross
Ascension Island,
which has been in the news with human migrants in
mind) and the Albatross breeds in places such as the
Falkland Islands. The latter can live for seventy years
and has a wingspan of 7-8 feet. Again, it's almost
unbelievable that birds from so far away could be seen
in Suffolk - as I say we live in strange times!

Flowers, such as Toadflax,
are also blooming and
whilst some leaves are
starting to turn into their
wonderful autumnal colour,
many plants are still
growing and fully leaved.

At the time of
writing there has
been another rare
sighting of a
large bird, a
Lammergeier,
which is a very
large vulture with
Lammergeier
a wingspan of 9
feet. Heralding from the Pyrenees, it has been seen at
Foxley in nearby Norfolk so do keep your eyes open,
you just never know.

Toadflax

Tony Howe
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Huntingfield Community Response

Communication

Under the auspices of the Parish Council the village has a
Huntingfield Community Response Team who can provide
help, support and information for anyone that needs it during
the COVID-19 crisis. Services such as shopping,
pharmaceutical / parcel collections, dog-walking etc. can be
arranged with a team of volunteers. Additionally, if you need
someone to talk to please pick up the phone.
You can contact the Team via phone or email:
Phone: 01986 799110
Email: community@huntingfield.uk
Your Parish Councilors
Emma Ward (Chair)
Newall Hall Farm
785343
David Blackmore
Giffords
785348
David Burrows
The Old Post Office 798165
Jackie Driver
Katanning
799135
Guy Newton
Huntingfield Hall
Julie Collett (Clerk)
huntingfieldclerk@gmail.com
Millennium Green Trustees
Tony Howe (Chair)
1 Crutch Hall
785429
James Gordon (Vice Chair)
3 Crutch Hall
785430
Julie Collett (Secretary)
Bridge Cottage
798258
Marian Cannell
Hill Farm Barn
798633
Sheila Freeman
The Longhouse
798774
Jim Wardale
Burin Barn
798393
The Kids Club Team
Sally Clarke, Jos Bailey, Linda Burrows, Marta Camus,
Jackie Driver, Carla Kruger, Charlotte Yule
Events Group
David Blackmore 785348
Carolina Hare
Sally Clarke 785348
Linda Berry 798165

As well as the response team we have two email
distribution lists – one for the Huntingfield Hare
subscribers and another for The Hub. If you would like to
be added to either of these lists please email
(huntingfieldhare@gmail.com and
thehub@huntingfield.org). For social media users there is
also a Facebook page for Huntingfield Community where
we can share information about local supplies, services
etc. Please feel free to post to this page
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/huntingfieldcommunity/

Parochial Church Council
Churchwarden:
Emma Ward, Huntingfield
PCC Members:
Linda Berry, Huntingfield
David Burrows, Huntingfield
Sally Clarke, Huntingfield
Jackie Driver, Huntingfield
Sue Tyler, Huntingfield
The Hub Committee
Helen Cannon (Chair)
Christine Barnes
Ken Burnett
David Burrows
Tony Howe
Steve Moorhouse
Allen Pike

799103
(Heveningham)
798177
798165
785429
798079 (Ubbeston)
798227 (Ubbeston)

