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The Hare is delivered to all residents 
and businesses in Huntingfield, 
Heveningham and Ubbeston free of 
charge. It is also available on the 
village website (see below). If you live 
outside the area and would like a 
hard-copy of the Hare then we request 
a £10 annual donation towards 
printing and postage. The Huntingfield 
Hare is financed through advertising - 
so please support our advertisers 
whenever you can. 

Contact the Hare: 
huntingfieldhare@gmail.com 
Find us online: 
www.huntingfield.onesuffolk.net 

Your editorial team is: 
Helen Cannon 
01986 799103  6 Bridge Street  
Liz Forrester 
01986 798912 The Coach House 
Sue Tyler 
01986 798403 The Firs 

The Hare is always looking for ideas 
and articles. Whether this be 
something relevant to your village or 
locality, or just something in which you 
have an interest and would like to 
share with others, then please contact 
us. We would welcome your input. 

New 
events  
for young 
people 

Charlie Yule, 
from Kids 
Club, is working 
on launching a 
Youth Club at 
the Hub in the 
coming months. Aimed at young 
people aged 13-17, the club will run a 
range of activities such as pizza making, 
bowling, movie nights, and sports events as 
well as regular hang outs at the Hub. If 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǊ 
running the Youth Club please get in touch. 

A Family Film Club is also on the way. 
Running predominantly as part of the 
youth club, the film club will also run 
regular screenings of popular titles as well 
as some older classics.  
Watch this space for updates! 

Finally, a 
series of 
Young 
Writers 
Workshops 
are coming  
to the village 
later in  
the year.  

Run by a team of qualified tutors and 
published authors, the workshops will be 
open to young people aged 12 and above 
with an interest in creative writing. Please 
contact Charlie for more information. 

Charlie Yule 

(3villagesyouthclub@gmail.com) 

Dates for the Diary 

 

 

 

See page 9 

See page 9 
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{ǘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ IŜǾŜƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ōōŜǎǘƻƴ 

{ƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ {ǘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
Volunteers finished strimming the churchyard and we then held a remembrance 
service which was well supported by a large congregation. Our Christmas Carol 
service this year was very special and was bathed in candlelight. 

We would like to let everyone know that we are now open every day from 10am 
to dusk and welcome anyone who would like to visit or just come along and sit 
quietly inside our beautiful church. We are now looking forward to the spring and 
can already see the various bulbs, snowdrops and primroses coming up through 
the grass surrounding the Church. 

Our next Service will be held Sunday 12th February at 10am. 

Christine Baker, Church Warden 
 

 Kids Club  
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀǘ YƛŘǎ /ƭǳōΦ hǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ 
was a great success and thanks to the Co-ƻǇΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
we were able to give each child a Christmas hamper to share with 
their families. We then kicked off the New Year with biscuit icing 
and winter games, where the children had great fun completing 

the team challenges. 

We are beginning work on an exciting George and the Dragon 
play which we hope to be able to perform for parents and 
members of the public later on in 
Spring. More details to follow soon!  

Kids club is open to all children aged 
5-12. We meet every other Friday, 4-
5.30pm in the Hub. £1 per child, 
snacks and drinks provided.  
The Kids Club Team 

Huntingfield Town Estate Trust 

Many town and village communities have charities to help 
with financial hardship. We are fortunate, especially at this 
difficult and anxious time, that Huntingfield is one of those 
able to give assistance to individuals and families living in the 
parish via the Town Estate Trust & Education Foundation. 
Grants towards household costs and also school and college 
costs such as uniforms, school trips and further education 
courses are available. 

If you need help you can firstly talk with one of the Trustees: 
Sheila Freeman, 1 The Street  01986 798774 
Rev Linda Berry, The Old Post Office 01986 798165 

Sue Brewer, 1 Malt Cottages 01986 798169 

All applications must be followed by a request in writing and 
this will be treated with the utmost confidence. 
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The bells, the bellsé  
 

About this time last year, we were in the church and 
Brian Lucas said, άL ƘŀǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƻƛƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭǎΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜΚέ !ƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǉǳƛǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
happy to go up the tower I, of course, said yes. We 
went up the tower, Brian instructed me and the job 
was done. When we got down, he informed me that 
he was now too old to go up and down the tower 
ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨhƛƭŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦΩΦ 

This year I needed a young helper and, luckily, Paul 
was on hand and keen, not only to go up the tower 
but also to get out onto the tower roof.  

The first stage upwards is a 
flight of stone steps. These 
are steep, narrow and dusty. 
At the top of these is the 
lower bell tower which has 
the bell ropes going up 
through it in wooden guides 
and a wooden door opening 
out high up over the font. 
From this you get a really 

different view of the interior of the church. On this 
wooden door are the signatures of many of the 
people who have climbed the tower over the past 
200 years. 

From the lower chamber a long wooden ladder 
leads up through a wooden hatch to the chamber 

ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƭǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊȅ  

room but to move around you have to clamber over the 
wooden frame holding the bells. Each bell has two metal 
reservoirs containing a wad of cotton wool onto which 

the oil is poured. 

From the bell chamber a rickety 
ladder leads to a leaded wooden 
hatch and out onto the roof. This 
hatch is very heavy, hence the need 
of a young helper. The day we went 
up was cold and sunny. The views 
were stunning. It becomes obvious 

that the church sits in 
a valley with views 
stretching from 
Cratfield across to 
Heveningham. The 
gardens of Holland 
House look 
particularly gorgeous. 
With a storm on the 
horizon, giving us the 
benefit of a double 
rainbow, we decided to make our cautious way down. I 
ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛǘ ǘƻ tŀǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ΨhƛƭŜǊ 
ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦΩΦ 

David Blackmore 

 

ÅMOT

ÅServicing

ÅRepairs

ÅDiagnostics

ÅAll makes welcome

ÅLand Rover specialists

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road

Huntingfield     Tel:  01986 798668

All mechanical work guaranteed for

12 months or 12,000 miles
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Notes from the sheep pen.. Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǿǎƘŜŘ 

As in previous years, this 
is a quiet time in our 
pen: our pregnancies 
are ticking along with six 
weeks to go for most of 
us. However, you may 
remember that the 
team had a rush of 
blood to the head and 
put a small group (200) 
with the rams much 
earlier - they are due to 
lamb from 1st Feb. You 
may wonder why? A 
few reasons: there are 

some buildings where the team live which are suitable 
for lambing inside, all of them are itching to get started 
after the long winter (I know, but you have to 
understand they do love it!) and it will also give old 
floppy hat something to market whilst the spring trade 

is still buoyant. 

We have been spread far and wide this winter, mainly 
due to the lack of feed (both grass and stubble turnips) 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ 
Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, Hertfordshire and, of course, 
Essex. These farms have areas predominantly of grass 
that is used for other purposes during the summer 
months, e.g., making hay for race horses, music festivals 
etc, and need to be grazed to leave the land in a good 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ƴȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ 
ΨƭƻƻƪŜǊƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ 
from this end just to keep an eye on us. We will all be 
back in time for lambing which has been put back by 5 
days in the hope that spring will have arrived as the 
pattern of the last few years has seen dreadful weather 
persisting until early April. You wait and see, I bet this 
year it will be glorious from late March! Then we can 
Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ Ψ{ƛƭƭȅ .ƛƭƭȅΩǎΩ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΗ 

! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ ƭŀƳōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ά{ŎŀƭŘέΣ ŀ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ Ŧƻƻǘ ŎƻƳǇlaint brought on by lush 
autumn grass and frost. They were foot bathed twice a 
day for a week in a Zinc Sulphate solution and recovered 
really well, but oh, did the extra work involved test the 
ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜΗ {ǘƻƳŀŎƘ ǿƻǊƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ 
ongoing problem that has needed routine treatment - a 
bigger issue than it has been for some years. Without 
treatment we become un-thrifty and susceptible to 
many other complaints that are often, for us being 
sheep, terminal! 
Baa to you all, Ewe 

Moo to all 
The boss was very pleased that 
we all passed our TB test last 
month. Also, the boyfriends 
have done their job so, 
hopefully, we are all safely 
back in calf which Lucy will 
confirm when she has done 
the ultra-sound pregnancy testing. Winter feed has 
been at a premium this year, with the fodder beet very 
small. Luckily, the team conserved enough silage for 
our consumption, just in case.  

We were shocked when old floppy hat told us of the 
arson incident at Sibton, where they think three 
teenagers set fire to a stack of 170+ tons of straw 
which was destined for our use. Fortunately, the team 
can source replacements from the home farm in Essex. 
Nevertheless, it was very distressing for all and the 
clearing up will be time consuming. 

Many livestock pundits are predicting a good year for 
beef consumption, but, as yet, it ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ reflected 
in any price increase! We are very much the poor 
relation at this time of year as Ewe takes most of the 
attention in the lead up to lambing.  
So, friendǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ƴƻƻ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ tŀǘ 
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Hundred Club Guss & Penny 
¢ƘŜ млл /ƭǳōΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ϻслл ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
with the upkeep and maintenance of our lovely 
Millennium Green and Wild Flower Meadow. 100 
people each pay £12 a year to enter the monthly 
draw of 3 numbers. The first prize is £30, second 
£15 and £5 third. Many thanks to all subscribers. 
We missed the last edition of the Hare so here are 
the results for the previous 4 months: 

September 
1st  £30 Maddie (?) 
2nd. £15 Ryan Jordan 
3rd  £5 Sarah Kingsley-Adams 

October 
1st  £30 Gina Roe 
2nd  £15 Simon Orchard-Lyle 
3rd  £5 Stewart Cudden 

November 
1st  £30 Steve Moorhouse 
2nd  £15 Kathy Blackmore 
3rd  £5 Annie Tufnell 

December 
1st  £30 Joan Baker 
2nd  £15 Caroline Hare 
3rd  £5 Edward Watson 
 

 

Hi folks! 
Let us introduce ourselves: we are a 
Guus and Penny, a boyfriendςgirlfriend 
team of border collies who work the 
sheep on the estate, one of us better 
than the other! Penny has a unique 

ability to catch sheep on instruction from Lucy, which is only 
rarely seen in other dogs. Guss, on the other hand, is fast and 
very obedient ς a characteristic that is essential (the obedient 
thing) in the countryside.  

We are great mates, constantly playing (ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ άƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ 
ƻŦ ǘŀǊǘǎέ) and running about the farmyard until either David or 
Lucy decide that some proper work needs to be done. During 
our downtime we live happily in adjoining kennels. However, at 
night when we love to start all sorts of singing, the bosses say 
ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧǳƴƴȅ - ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΗ ²Ŝ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ [ǳŎȅΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ pail of water to give 
us a cold shower, which usually works. If this fails poor Penny 
has been banned to the cage in the truck until the morning. 

We are of an age that nothing bothers us much, apart from the 
postman and any strangers who so much as come near the 
house! We have a love/hate relationship with the resident feral 
cats: neither of us is boss, but woe betide the cats if they make 
a dash for it! 

The other resident dogs on the estate 
are three more working Border Collies. 
Jake is the senior male with his two 
daughters, Jazz and Jet. Jet is 6 months 
and just started her training while the 
other two are becoming very 
accomplished: they were recently 
invited to take part in a sheepdog trial 

in North Wales. 

Hope you enjoyed something a little different? The boss man 

may even allow us to drop by now and again! 
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Nature Notes  
At the time of 
writing our 
weather, having 
recently been 
frosty, has warmed 
a little and some 
flowers, including 
Snowdrops and 
Aconites are 
coming into bloom. 
Other bulbs are 
pushing up through the earth so although we are still in 
winter some signs of warmer times are in evidence. 

Having said that, winter visitors to our parish from much 
colder climes are still with us, including two members of 
the thrush family, the Redwing and the Fieldfare which 
flew across the North Sea from Scandinavia or even 

further east, as have some other birds. 

A party of 
seven 
Goosander, a 
species of 
sawbill duck, 
including three 
striking drakes 
have been 
spotted on the 

Heveningham Hall lake. They breed in holes in trees, 
and although small numbers breed in the UK, it is likely 
that these birds came from Northern Europe or even as 
far away as Russia or Iceland. 

Also seen 
around the 
lake have been 
several pairs of 
Egyptian 
Geese, 
although they 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ŧƭƻǿƴ 
here from 

Egypt! This attractive species has established as a UK 
breeding bird from escapees originally kept in wildfowl 
collections in the 18th century. They also breed in tree 
cavities that are usually quite high and the poor, freshly 
hatched goslings have to jump from a considerable 
height to the ground before they can fly. They start 
breeding early in the year as do our native Tawny Owls 
so listen out after dark for their familiar Ψtweet twooΩ 

calls. 

Also, if you are 
driving after dark at 
the moment, you 
may spot moths 
fluttering across the 
road. These are 
likely to be Winter 
Moths, a species 
amongst others that can function well in the winter due 
to having a kind of antifreeze within its body. LǘΩǎ ōŀǎŜŘ 
on alcohol which is something us humans also use to 

keep out the cold! 

Tony Howe 

Weather report: December 2022 - January 2023 

A new year has started and the weather always does 
something new, or repeats something it hasn't done in 
a while, not least the night of the 22nd January when 
the temperature dropped to -9.8c in Santon Downham 
(the coldest night since 2013) and -8.4c at London 
Heathrow (coldest since 2010). In Huntingfield, being 
closer to the coast, the lowest I've recorded is -6.2c on 
the 17th Jan. I think the lowest I've ever recorded was 
around -14c but that was many years ago! 

 

So, for something completely different, rain. I'll begin 
with last year and no, it wasn't the driest I've recorded 

despite a very dry summer. The total was 22.8" 
(579.11mm) but that was 3.49" (88.65mm) below the 
yearly average since 1991. The last 4 months of 2022 
saw 13.22" (338.3mm) fall, which helped make up for 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘΦ CƻǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ Ψнн ŀƴŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ΨноΣ 
there was 4.67" (118.6mm) of rain compared with the 
ǎŀƳŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ Ψнм ŀƴŘ Ψнн ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ оΦсуϦ 

(93.47mm), so nearly an inch more this year.  

So far this year we have a wetter winter, but more rain 
would be welcome to top up the aquafers and 
reservoirs. At the moment there is a very high-
pressure anticyclone (1038.1 Hpa) centered close to us 
in the east thus preventing eastward progress of 
warmer Atlantic weather and associated rain. 

Richard Tyler 

2021 2022 Diff Inches Diff mm

Dec 2.78 2.55 -0.23 -5.89

Jan22 & 23 0.90 2.12 1.22 31.04

Totals 3.68 4.67 0.99 25.15














